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QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


TRESENT-DAY  SERVICE.* 

W.  P.  Johnston,  D.  D.,  President  of 
Geneva  College,  Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

“And  I went  unto  the  angel  and  said 
unto  him,  ‘Give  me  the  little  book.’  And 
he  said  unto  me,  ‘Take  it  and  eat  it  up/  ” 
— Rev.  10:9. 

There  are  two  purposes  for  which  such 
truth  as  here  shown  has  been  given — the 
one  having  to  do  with  and  for  John,  before 
whose  eyes  these  things  occurred;  the 
other  for  those  whom  John  was  to  reach. 
We  are  sure  that  John  was  to  be  helped  by 
the  strange  things  that  he  saw  and  heard. 
We  are  just  as  sure  that  they  were  more 
surely  meant  for  the  thousands  and  the 
millions  to  whom  John’s  words  were  to 
come.  If  meant  only  for  John,  he  would 
not  have  been  called  upon  to  write  down 
what  he  saw.  He  could  have  seen  and 
been  silent.  We  are  not  uncertain.  He 
says  at  the  outset:  “The  revelation  of 

Jesus  Christ  that  God  gave  unto  Him  to 
show  unto  His  servants  the  things  which 
must  shortly  come  to  pass  and  He  sent  and 
signified  by  His  angel  unto  His  servant 
John.”  Hence  he  begins,  “John  to  the  seven 
churches.”  We  can  be  as  sure  that  these 
lessons  are  for  us.  There  are  a good  many 
things  in  the  book  that  we  do  not  know, 
likely  because  we  have  not  given  ourselves 
to  the  study  of  them.  The  most  of  what  is 
here  will  have  truth  for  us  if  we  care  to 

* Preached  in  pulpit  of  Second  yew  York , Sabbath,  Jan. 
is,  1901,  and  requested  for  publication  in  Olive  Trees. 


know  what  God  through  John  has  given  to 
men. 

In  the  use  of  the  words  I wish  to  ask 
“What  encouragement  any  worker  for  God 
can  have  in  these  later  days  ?”  and 

I.  Constant  proofs  of  Christ’s  presence 
and  power.  All  are  agreed  that  the  angel, 
the  mighty  angel  that  came  down  from 
heaven,  who  had  the  little  book  in  His 
hand,  was  the  Lord  Jesus.  John  saw  Him 
come  down.  At  Olivet  John  saw  Him  go 
away — go  up — away  from  the  sight  of 
men.  A cloud  hid  Him  from  view.  John 
now  saw  Him,  clothed  with  a cloud — 
heard  Him  cry  as  “when  a lion  roareth.” 
He  saw  Him  “stand  on  the  sea  and  on  the 
land.”  He  had  come  back — He  was  among 
men.  He  was  doing  things — He  was  not 
idle,  was  not  silent;  He  was  not  gone  away 
into  heaven  to  stay  away,  to  rest,  to  be  in- 
active— He  was  come  again  to  speak  and 
to  act  as  He  used  to  do.  The  proofs  were 
here.  John  had  the  testimony  of  all  the 
senses.  If  there  is  any  lesson  in  this  chap- 
ter of  eleven  verses,  it  is  that  our  Lord  is 
active — intensely  so.  The  upper  world 
does  not  keep  Him;  He  comes  down,  acts, 
speaks,  controls — does  not  simply  send 
servants,  but  comes  Himself.  Where  can 
you  find  Him?  Wherever  waters  move, 
wherever  dry  land  is.  Why  is  He  seen 
standing,  one  foot  on  the  land  and  one  on 
the  sea? — no  reason,  unless  it  be  that  He 
is  to  be  shown  as  manifesting  power  wher- 
ever moral  agents  can  be  found  that  need 
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His  power.  Christ’s  friends  do  not  need 
to  be  afraid.  He  is  not  asleep.  He  is  not 
away.  People  who  do  His  work  and  love 
His  name  ought  to  know  that  He  comes 
down  under  the  cloud,  down  from  the 
heavens  where  He  went,  for  the  earth 
needs  Him  still  as  when  He  was  on  Olivet. 
“The  tabernacle  of  God  is  still  with  men.” 
There  will  be 

II.  Personal  interest  in  the  individual. 

He  comes  to  John  by  himself.  He  does 
for  the  single  man  as  well  as  if  there  had 
been  millions  there  to  see.  There  is  here 
shown  the  individualizing  relation  of  God 
towards  us.  He  does  not  see  us  in  the 
mass.  He  singles  out.  The  individual 
stands  by  himself.  Character  is  differen- 
tiated. He  notes  all  differences.  There 
are  differences  in  conduct  as  in  gift  and 
character  and  He  must  note  it.  He  is  as 
strict,  and  no  more,  in  taking  note  of  bad 
things  as  of  good  things.  God  is  to  be 
loved,  He  is  at  same  time  to  be  feared. 
God  is  vigorously  severe,  wanting  the  best 
that' is  in  a man,  and  giving  back  to  the 
man  who  has  given  it  the  largest  and  best 
that  is  in  Himself,  for  He  gives  men  His 
love.  It  is  no  wonder  that  Jesus  Christ 
came  to  this  Patmos  Isle  to  fill  all  the 
heavens  with  wonders  for  eyes  of  John.  I 
do  not  see  how  He  could  help  it,  when  we 
remember  whose  eyes  were  to  see,  and  what 
the  heart  was  of  the  man  whose  eyes  were 
to  see.  John  is  used  to  things  like  these. 
He  had  been  in  the  chamber  of  the  sick 
daughter  of  Jairus ; on  mountain,  when  the 
Lord  stood  with  transfigured  form ; in  the 
garden  when  of  all  the  people  of  the 
world  He  chose  the  three  who  could  best 
give  help.  God  is  severe,  we  know,  with 
the  workers  of  iniquity,  but  amazingly 
generous  with  men  like  John.  The  men 
of  our  time  are  telling  us  what  God  is 
like,  so  effeminately  soft  and  good  na- 
tured  that  He  makes  no  distinctions — 
everybody  comes  out  all  right  at  the  last. 


It  would  not  say  much,  my  friends,  for  a 
business  man  if  he  saw  no  differences  in 
clerks ; no  matter  how  one  would  do,  could 
never  get  higher.  A teacher  ought  to  see 
some  differences  in  pupils.  Eyes  ought  to 
grow  bright  at  some  things  that  some  do. 
God  is  not  indifferent.  You  do  your  work, 
you  will  hear  from  Him.  John  by  himself 
in  Patmos  Isle  will  be  visited  by  angels  and 
the  Lord  of  the  angels.  Oh,  men ! young 
men ! do  duty ; no  telling  what  the  future, 
the  blessed  future,  has  for  good  men. 
He  knows  stars  by  name — ought  to 
names  of  men  and  what  they  stand  for. 

III.  There  is  the  needed  help  given  in 
a definite  form.  The  angel  came  down 
from  heaven  with  a book — a little  book. 
This  he  gave  to  John — this  is  all  He  did 
give  to  John.  John  is  to  minister  to  men 
in  Christ’s  stead,  and  this  is  what  he  gets. 
There  are  two  or  three  things  to  be  noted 
here.  It  is  a single  book — hence  he  who  is 
to  do  God’s  work  is  expected  to  find  in  the 
one  book  all  that  he  needs  to  know  for 
Christ’s  work.  This  Bible  tallies  with 
that  requirement.  It  tells  about  God — a 
thousand  things  that  we  ought  to  know 
of  Him  are  in  the  one  book.  It  tells  man 
all  that  he  needs  to  know  about  himself 
and  all  his  relationships — in  family,  in 
church  and  in  the  nation.  It  is  an  open 
book.  It  was  so  when  he  saw  it  first  in 
the  angel’s  hand.  It  was  open  when  given 
into  his  own  hand.  It  is  to  be  open  all  the 
time,  for  it  is  to  be  read — read  for  its 
lessons  of  duty,  its  warnings,  its  promises, 
its  hopes,  its  pictures,  its  visions  and  all  the 
things  that  are  to  be.  The  blessed  book ! 
Some  men  ask,  “What  would  Jesus  do?” 
They  think  they  have  given  the  answer — 
God’s  answer — when  they  shut  their  eyes 
and  speak  their  own  minds.  Some  others 
ask.  What  would  Jesus  do  ? and  shut  their 
eyes  and  answer  for  themselves,  but  their 
answer  is  not  at  all  what  the  other’s  was. 
People  read  the  goody-goodv  books. 
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in  many  cases  written  by  people  who  ought 
not  to  write  at  all,  when  they  have  access 
to  words  of  Moses  and  David  and  Isaiah 
and  John  and  Paul  and  our  own  Lord 
Himself.  The  words  of  all  of  them  in  the 
one  little  book.  Read  the  little  book.  You 
will  know  what  to  do.  You  will  know 
what  other  people  ought  to  do.  You  can 
answer  questions.  You  can  guide  people. 
Hot  be  uncertain.  Hot  undecided.  Can 
stand  and  teach  people  like  the  men  fed 
on  the  Bible  have  always  done.  Read  the 
little  book.  A student  sent  to  Phillips’ 
Academy  at  Andover,  with  Fisher’s  and 
Erskine’s  Catechism,  was  able  to  with- 
stand all  efforts  of  Unitarians  and  infidels 
to  draw  him  away.  Read  the  little  book. 

IV.  Full  directions  as  to  how  to  be 
effective.  At  the  command  of  the  angel 
the  little  book  was  to  be  eaten.  The  use  of 
any  one  of  the  senses,  as  in  seeing,  hearing, 
touching,  may  mean  much,  but  can  have  no 
suchmeaningasto  taste  and  to  eat.  Impres- 
sions may  remain  in  any  case,  but  no  such 
effect  as  when  one  eats.  The  material  of 
that  that  is  eaten  enters  into — becomes  a 
part  of — the  material  of  the  body  of  him 
who  eats — enters  into  its  very  composition. 
The  body  grows  in  size,  in  power,  by  that 
that  is  imparted  to  it.  If  the  eye  looked  at 
food,  if  ear  heard  of  the  offer  of  food,  if 
hand  touched  food,  if  lips  tasted  but  did 
not  partake  of  the  food,  would  be  no  such 
result.  The  mind — man’s  mind — is 
adapted  to,  meant  for,  divine  truth,  and 
when  accepted  as  body  takes  food,  the 
mind  grows,  gets  strong.  This  is  not  new 
phraseology  employed  for  first  time  by  the 
Word.  The  command  to  Ezekiel  was,  “Son 
of  man,  eat  that  thou  findest.  Eat  this 
roll  and  go  speak  unto  the  house  of 
Israel.”  David  says:  “Thy  words  were 

found  and  I did  eat  them,  and  they  were 
unto  me  as  the  joy  and  the  rejoicing  of  my 
heart.”  When  divine  truth  comes  to  be 
the  spiritual  possession  of  the  men  who 


do  God’s  work,  as  thoroughly  as  bodies 
become  possessed  of  the  food  that  they  ac- 
cept, there  will  be  changes  in  the  body 
ecclesiastic.  Preachers  don’t  eat  the  Bible 
any  more — the  whole  of  it — as  a man  eats 
his  bit  of  steak.  There  are  things  in  the 
Pentateuch  and  miracles  that  they  reject. 

V.  Protection  and  success  in  the  de- 
livery of  the  message,  whether  pleasing  or 
unpleasing  to  men.  The  truth  to  be  pro- 
claimed is  in  one  case  pleasant;  in  another 
case  bitter.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say,  per- 
haps, that  a man  who  represents  an  ex- 
clusive sect  may  be  asked  to  present  truth 
not  always  acceptable.  Jonah  tried  to 
evade.  Men  are  inclined  to  speak  harshly 
of  people  of  one  idea.  They  are  supposed 
to  move  in  one  groove — not  able  to  get  out 
of  a rut.  Mr.  Ruskin,  in  “Modem 
Painters,”  in  one  place  says:  “The  joy  of 
every  painter,  by  which  he  is  made  nar- 
row, is  also  the  gift  by  which  he  is  made 
delightful,  so  long  as  he  is  modest  in  the 
thought  of  his  distinction  from  others,  and 
no  less  severe  in  the  indulgence  than  care- 
ful in  the  cultivation  of  his  proper  in- 
stincts.” Ruskin  says : “The  painter  is 

to  find  in  his  distinctness  his  glory  and  his 
use,  but  he  will  destroy  himself  in  de- 
manding that  all  men  should  stand  within 
his  compass  or  see  through  his  color.”  The 
law  is  wide  in  its  application.  Our  dis- 
tinctness is  our  glory  and  our  use.  The 
truth  that  you  hold,  the  truth  that  gives  us 
our  name  and  our  character,  is  the  justi- 
fication of  our  being  and  the  secret  of  our 
power.  If  I have  any  conviction  as  to  the 
very  great  value  of  the  truth  of  Christ’s 
claims  on  men,  and  the  necessity  of  stead- 
fastness in  the  presentation  of  these 
claims,  1 would  be  just  as  careful  and  con- 
scientious in  the  manner  in  which  I pro- 
claimed them.  If  my  child  were  sick  and 
the  physician  in  attendance  left  what  was 
bitter  for  the  child’s  cure,  I should  be' 
bound  in  duty  to  see  to  it  that  the  child  got 
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the  thing  meant  for  its  life.  There  can  be 
no  excuse  before  God  or  men  for  holding 
back  that  that  is  meant  for  the  welfare  of 
men,  but  if  I can  in  my  way  of  giving  the 
morsel  manage  it  in  such  way  that  the 
child  cheerfully  accepts,  a double  good  is 
enjoyed.  Men  got  on  who  became  the  mes- 
sengers of  God,  but  the  men  who  gave  the 
message  were  as  tender  in  their  treatment 
of  men  as  a mother  with  her  infant.  On 
Olivet  Christ  pronounced  the  doom  of 
Jerusalem,  but  there  were  tears  in  His 
eyes.  Abraham  was  told  of  the  coming 
overthrow  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  but 
pleaded  with  the  Lord  to  spare  those  cities 
of  the  plain.  The  truth  will  win.  Read 
the  record — Moses  before  Pharaoh, 
Nathan  before  David,  Elijah  before  Ahab. 
Daniel  before  Nebuchadnezzar,  Peter  be- 
fore the  rulers,  Luther  before  the 
Legate,  Knox  before  Mary.  “What  though 
when  tasted  first,  thy  voice  shall  prove 
unwelcome?  On  digestion  it  shall  turn 
to  vital  nourishment.  The  cry  thou  raisest 
shall,  as  the  wind  doth,  smite  the  highest 
summits.” 


VI.  The  time  for  the  fulfillment  of 
promises  approaches.  I should  rather  do 
my  work  now  for  my  Lord  as  at  any  other 
time  in  the  history  of  the  ages.  I should 
rather  be  in  the  fields  when  the  reapers 
bind  the  sheaves  as  when  the  sower  goes 
forth  to  sow.  I should  rather  try  now  as 
in  any  hour  of  any  past.  We  are  getting 
within  the  limits  of  prophecy  and  promise. 
Men  could  not  do  at  stated  times.  You 
know  how  often  in  Virgil  things  would 
have  been  so  and  so.  We  are  now 
within  boundaries  where  so  and  so 
will  be — “thus  it  is  written.”  “The  taber- 
nacle of  God  is  now  with  men.”  “It  shall 
come  to  pass  in  the  last  days,  that  I will 
pour  out  My  spirit  upon  all  flesh.”  This 
is  the  second  week  of  the  new  century.  It 
is  the  second  Sabbath  of  the  new  century. 
If  J ohn  saw  wonders  in  Patmos  Isle,  they 
were  as  nothing  to  the  wonderful  things 
with  which  our  Lord  will  crowd  the  heav- 
ens— for  our  own  eyes.  Let  the  eyes  be 
wide  open,  hands  busily  active,  feet  ready 
to  run. 


The  little  book  in  the  hand  of  the  angel  of  the  covenant  must  be  taken  and 
eaten,  received  and  incorporated  into  the  very  life  of  the  Church,  and  in  that  life 
give  forth  the  testimony  by  which  the  power  of  God  works.  * * * 

This  witnessing  of  the  Church  * * * ****js  a testimony 

as  none  can  utter  but  such  as  have  felt  the  power  of  Christ’s  death 
and  resurrection,  and  tasted  the  infinite  sweetness  of  pardoning  mercy  and  sanc- 
tifying grace  and  adopting  love.  * * * You  must  go  to  Jesus  and  take  from 

Himself  the  words  of  eternal  life  and  feed  upon  them  till  their  power  invigorates 
your  whole  spiritual  being,  and  till  you  are  ready  to  bear  the  cross  and  utterly  re- 
nounce the  world  for  Him,  and  shrink  from  no  labor  or  suffering  to  extend  to 
others  that  are  perishing  the  means  of  life  and  salvation. 

It  is  an  utter  impossibility  to  be  faithful  and  not  incur  the  world’s  displeasure 
and  contempt,  and  often  worse  than  this.  * * * Have  you  tasted  the  sweet- 
ness of  this  gospel  and  do  you  daily  also  experience  something  of  the  bitterness  ? If  we 
know  not  the  sweetness  of  this  little  book,  we  know. nothing  of  the  joys  of  pardoned 
sin,  and  heavenly  hope,  and  communion  with  God;  and  if  we  know  nothing  of  the 
bitterness  it  afterward  caused  the  Apostle,  it  is  because  we  have  been  unfaithful 
to  our  testimony,  and  denied  our  Lord  by  base  and  wicked  conformity  to  the  world. 

. — Selected. 


News  of  the  Churches. 


37 


NEWS  OF  THE  CHURCHES. 


ABROAD. 

Mersina,  Asia  Minor. — A letter  from 
Miss  Lizzie  McNaughton,  dated  Dec.  11, 
1900,  contains  the  following  items  in  re- 
gard to  the  boys’  school,  which,  read  in 
connection  with  Miss  Sterrett’s  report  of 
the  girls’  school,  published  in  January 
number,  will  give  the  churches  a fair  idea 
of  the  present  condition  of  that  depart- 
ment of  the  work: 

On  Sept.  10  M.  Nasib  Jabbour  resigned 
to  accept  a more  lucrative  position  with 
Dr.  Ford  in  the  Presbyterian  Academy  at 
Sidon.  His  resignation  was  a great  loss 
to  our  Mission,  as  he  had  been  connected 
with  it  for  three  years.  He  was  a bright, 
promising  young  man,  a fine  scholar,  and 
valuable  helper.  His  loss  is  not  to  the 
Mission  alone,  but  to  the  city,  as  he  was 
always  warmly  welcomed  in  the  homes  of 
both  rich  and  poor.  So  far  I have  been 
unsuccessful  in  finding  a teacher  to  take 
his  place.  My  cook  and  one  of  my  most 
promising  boys,  whom  I had  hoped  to  have 
for  a teacher,  have  cast  in  their  lot  with 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  My 
prayer  is  that  they  may  not  bring  reproach 
on  Christ  or  the  Mission  from  which  they 
have  gone  out. 

We  have  a good  school  this  year,  al- 
though a number  of  the  better  class  of 
boys  left  on  account  of  the  resignation  of 
M.  Nasib,  as  it  would  never  do  for  them 
“to  sit  at  the  feet  of  a Fellah  or  Arme- 
nian.” A Maronite  kept  his  boys  out  this 
year  because  he  found,  on  their  return 
home  last  year,  they  had  forgotten  the 
prayers  of  their  Church. 

The  total  number  under  instruction 
since  the  opening  of  school  is  108;  of 
these  5 are  Jews,  3 Moslem,  16  Fellaheen, 
10  Syrian,  3 Catholic,  9 Protestant,  3 
Armenian.  The  remainder  are  Greek.  The 


boarding  school  numbers  forty-eight.  The 
increase  is  due  to  the  Moslem  and  Fella- 
heen children  coming  in  after  the  usual 
number  of  places  had  been  filled.  Two 
of  the  Fellaheen  boys  are  the  sons  of 
Sheiks.  They  are  so  mischievous  they  keep 
us  all  busy.  The  father  of  one  is  said  to 
have  been  the  best  Sheik  who  ever  lived  in 
Asia  Minor.  His  good  traits  are  not  all  ap- 
parent in  the  son  as  yet.  We  have  an  in- 
teresting little  night  school  for  those  who 
are  busy  during  the  day. 

Cyprus. — A letter  from  Rev.  Henry 
Easson,  dated  Dec.  14,  1900,  furnishes  the 
following  items  in  regard  to  the  condition 
of  the  work  on  that  island: 

Our  new  colporteur  is  going,  we  think, 
to  make  a fine  worker.  He  is  not  too  big  to 
carry  books  and  offer  them  for  sale  in  the 
shops  and  on  the  streets.  Both  he  and 
Vamvois  have  a little  wooden  case  with  a 
glass  front  in  which  their  books  are  ex- 
posed to  view. 

As  I have  just  sent  their  reports  to  the 
Bible  Society  agent,  I will  give  you  a few 
extracts,  especially  from  the  new  man’s 
report.  He  had  been  at  work  about  two 
months : 

1st.  He  read  the  Bible  to  134  different 
persons,  only  fifteen  of  whom  could  read 
for  themselves. 

2d.  He  talked  about  the  Bible  and  sal- 
vation to  878  persons,  making  1,012  in  all. 

3d.  He  sold  113  Bibles,  New  Testa- 
ments and  portions. 

4th.  He  worked  in  the  two  cities  of 
Larnaca  and  visited  thirty  villages. 

The  following  are  some  of  his  remarks : 
“The  educated  people  like  to  start  ques- 
tions of  no  importance,  and  generally  they 
do  not  love  the  truth.  The  priest  and  the 
Turkish  religious  teachers  are  also  enemies 
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to  the  light.  They  are  ignorant  of  the 
Bible,  and  they  do  not  feel  the  respon- 
sibility of  their  position  before  God.  The 
multitude  are  very  attentive,  and  they 
are  thirsty,  but  they  are  like  sheep  with- 
out a shepherd,  feeding,  as  the  prophet 
says,  on  ashes.  In  general,  they  like  to 
listen,  but  the  priest  and  teachers  stir 
them  up  and  they  in  their  ignorance  be- 
come enemies  of  the  truth. 

“In  one  village  the  Turkish  teacher, 
when  he  was  not  able  to  meet  the  truths 
of  the  Bible  and  overthrow  them,  cried, 
‘We  will  not  become  Protestant,’  thinking 
to  stir  up  the  people.  The  peasants  were 
very  attentive,  and  he  was  ashamed  when 
he  could  not  establish  his  words  against 
the  Word  of  God. 

• “There  was  a fair  at  the  Church  of  St. 
George,  near  Larnaca,  where  people  came 
from  different  parts  of  the  island  to  buy 
and  sell  and  make  their  presents  to  the 
shrine  of  St.  George,  and  I went  out  to  see 
if  I could  sell  them  any  portions  of  God’s 
Word.  Two  of  the  leaders  saw  me  and 
very  insultingly  ordered  me  to  leave  the 
place,  but  I kindly  showed  them  that  they 
had  no  authority  over  me.  They  told  me 
to  go  to  the  heathen  with  my  books  and 
teachings,  as  they  were  Christians  and  did 
not  need  my  advice.  I told  them  our  King 
had  said,  ‘Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and 
preach  the  gospel  to  every  creature,’  and 
I thought  that  commission  covered  Cyprus 
and  the  fair  of  St.  George. 

“The  missionaries  here  use  many  ways 
in  extending  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  and 
many  have  been  profited  and  enlightened, 
but  they  are  kept  out  of  the  visible  Church 
for  fear  of  men.  We  ought  to  have  one 
or  more  native  preachers  going  from  vil- 
lage to  village  and  city  to  city. 

“May  the  Lord  bless  His  work  and  His 
workers. 

“Atiianasion  Pakarukis.” 

This  man  has  a very  pleasant  way  with 


him,  and  the  young  men  seem  to  like  him. 

We  have  not  yet  had  a definite  answer 
from  Anatolia  College  about  the  young 
man  for  our  school.  He  is  a college  gradu- 
ate, and  also  a graduate  of  their  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  and  has  been  preaching 
and  teaching  for  about  four  years.  He  is 
said  to  be  an  intelligent,  earnest  worker. 

We  have  two  prayer  meeting  services, 
two  preaching  services  and  Sabbath  school 
here  in  Larnaca,  all  fairly  well  attended, 
and  our  school  is  doing  well.  I have  a 
Bible  lesson  with  the  whole  school  every 
day.  We  have  between  twenty  and  thirty 
pupils. 

China. — Rev.  A.  I.  Robb  writes  that  a 
letter  from  China,  dated  Dec.  3,  1900,  re- 
ported all  quiet  at  Tak  Hing,  but  the  book- 
seller could  not  dispose  of  any  books. 

The  State  Department  received  word  on 
Sabbath,  Jan.  13,  1901,  from  Minister 
Conger  that  the  Chinese  Peace  Commis- 
sioners, Li  Hung  Chang  and  Prince 
Ching,  had  been  instructed  to  sign  the 
joint  note  of  the  Powers  and  would  do  so. 
This  is  a preliminary  step  in  the  negotia- 
tions, which,  according  to  instructions  the 
envoys  have  received  from  their  govern- 
ments, must  be  carried  on  in  Pekin,  other 
places  suggested  being  for  various  reasons 
objectionable. 

Egypt. — The  following  report  of  the 
work  done  by  the  Mission  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  of  North  America 
in  the  Nile  Valley  since  1854  is  taken 
from  the  Star  of  the  East  for  January : 

There  are  9 central  and  201  outstations, 
extending  from  Alexandria,  Damietta, 
Port  Said,  and  Ismailia  on  the  Mediter- 
ranean Sea  and  the  canal,  throughout  the 
Delta,  and  along  the  Nile  to  Assouan  in 
Upper  Egypt  and  Kosseir  on  the  Red  Sea. 
The  majority  of  the  larger  towns  are  occu- 
pied and  many  smaller  ones;  work  is  car- 
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ried  on  among  all  the  native  population, 
Mohammedans  as  well  as  Copts. 

The  Synod  of  the  Nile  of  the  native 
Evangelical  Church  consists  of  four  Pres- 
byteries with  thirty-one  ordained  pastors, 
nineteen  licensed  preachers,  ten  lay 
workers  and  eight  theological  students. 
The  American  Mission  works  through  and 
with  this  Synod.  Three  pastorates  are  en- 
tirely self-supporting;  all  the  pastorates 
and  preaching  stations  increase  their  con- 
tributions from  year  to  year,  and  ulti- 
mately will  be  self-sustaining.  The  total 
congregations  average  11,155  attendances 
at  Lord’s  Day  morning  services.  There 
are  6,200  communicants  in  the  native 
church. 

Educational  work  is  very  extensive  and 
includes  nearly  200  schools  located  in  all 
parts  of  Upper  and  Lower  Egypt;  many 
wholly  support  themselves.  Nine  thousand 
one  hundred  and  sixty  scholars  were  boys, 
3,740  girls;  as  to  religions,  2,591  Evangel- 
icals, 2,804  Mohammedans,  6,596  Copts 
and  909  of  other  religions.  The  American 
from  its  beginning  has  been  a preaching 
mission,  but  it  was  soon  discovered  that 
an  Egyptian  church  must  have  Egyptian 
pastors  and  evangelists.  Such  laborers  are 
adequately  educated  at  the  Theological 
School  in  Cairo,  and  fifty  are  at  work  in 
the  land  to-day.  There  is  a Training  Col- 
lege at  Assiout.  There  are  two  large 
boarding  schools  for  girls  in  the  same 
cities,  their  mighty  influence  peculiarly 
penetrating  into  the  home  and  relations  of 
family  life. 

To  enlighten,  to  purify,  to  convert  the 
women  of  the  harems  is  the  surest  road  to 
the  spiritual  conquest  of  Egypt.  In  these 
harems,  taught  by  special  teachers,  1,743 
women  are  learning  to  read,  besides  2,035 
others  who  are  taught  the  Scriptures  with- 
out learning  to  read.  Over  3,000  women 
and  girls  attend  Sabbath  morning  ser- 
vices : at  least  10.000  such  in  home,  church 


and  school  are  under  the  influence  of  the 
gospel.  From  depots  and  by  colporteurs, 
Scriptures  and  other  books  are  distributed 
as  far  as  possible  to  every  city,  town  and 
village  in  Egypt.  Last  year  73,939  vol- 
umes were  distributed,  including  18,828 
Scriptures  or  portions.  God’s  Word  is 
offered  to  all  who  will  receive  it.  There  is 
a missionary  physician  and  hospital  at  As- 
siout, and  two  lady  physicians  and  hospital 
at  Tantah;  18,329  patients  of  all  creeds 
were  treated  last  year — Mohammedans, 
Eoman  Catholics,  Copts,  Protestants,  etc. 
These  scientific  workers  carry  the  spiritual 
light  to  the  sick  and  dying,  upon  whom 
they  endeavor  to  shed  the  beams  of  a 
Saviour’s  love. 

The  native  evangelical  community 
numbers  22,500 ; of  these  6,020  men  and 
2,091  women  can  read.  Of  the  entire 
population  of  Egypt,  including  foreigners, 
only  eighty-eight  men  and  six  women  in 
1,000  can  read,  while  of  the  evangelical 
community  521  men  and  200  women  in 
1,000  are  able  to  do  so — a splendid  testi- 
mony to  the  high  intellectual  quality  of 
the  work  of  a mission,  and  a hopeful 
promise  for  the  coming  evangelization  of 
the  common  people  of  the  Land  of  the 
Pharaohs.  In  every  province  and  in  near- 
ly every  district  there  are  evangelical  col- 
porteurs and  schools  diffusing  the  leaven 
of  spiritual  regeneration ; and  there  are 
living  examples  of  renewed  men  and 
women  who  have  received  the  Lord  Jesus 
as  Saviour  and  King.  Bible  and  religious 
book  distribution  is  increasing  continu- 
ally, Christian  education  is  growing  in 
extent  from  year  to  year,  and  doubles  it- 
self every  five  to  ten  years ; from  the  mis- 
sion stations  already  occupied  it  is  de- 
signed to  reach  the  whole  country  and  to 
plant  the  banner  of  salvation  in  every 
place ; yea,  this  purpose  is  marching  rapid- 
ly on  to  accomplishment. 

The  soldiers  of  the  Lord  who  have 
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fought  the  battle  thus  far  for  nearly  half 
a century,  turn  their  eyes  eagerly  to  our 
country,  and  ask  our  earnest  prayer  and 
liberal  gifts.  Great  is  the  need  of  help,  be- 
cause great  is  the  opportunity  of  working 
for  the  spiritual  conquest  of  the  venerable 
land  of  the  Nile.  The  old  Moslem  hostility 
is  weakened,  the  prejudice  of  Islam  is  less 
virulent,  Mohammedans  are  already  pro- 
foundly impressed  by  what  they  see  of  the 
New  Testament  Christianity;  now  is  a 
golden  time  for  a wide  onward  advance. 
With  multiplied  means,  there  could  be  a 
multiplication  of  schools,  of  colporteurs, 
of  Bibles,  of  pastors,  of  evangelists,  of 
teachers  for  harems  and  a grand  advance 
of  the  Lord’s  army  in  provinces,  towns 
and  villages  of  the  Valley  of  the  Nile. 

New  Hebrides. — In  Quarterly  Jottings 
for  January,  Rev.  J.  Noble  Mackenzie 
writes  of  the  work  at  the  north  end  of 
Santo  Island,  from  which  we  take  two  or 
three  items : 

As  a.  Mission  we  have  undoubtedly 
made  much  progress  within  the  last  few 
years;  and  it  seems  quite  reasonable  to 
hope  that  the  day  is  not  now  far  distant 
when  there  shall  be  no  heathen  in  the  New 
Hebrides. 

On  our  return  to  Nogugu  we  had  the 
joy  of  handing  to  our  people  the  Gospel  of 
Mark,  which  I had  finished  printing  a few 
days  before  leaving  for  Synod.  This  is 
the  first  complete  portion  of  Scripture 
translated  into  the  Nogugu  language,  and 
my  great  desire  now  is  to  translate  more  as 
soon  as  possible. 

The  Sacraments  of  Baptism  and  the 
Lord’s  Supper  were  administered  at  the 
Cape  Cumberland  Station  a fortnight  ago. 

A large  number  of  people  had  come 
from  other  districts  to  attend  the  services ; 
some  had  even  walked  fifty  miles  to  be 
present.  The  Thursday  previous  to  the 
communion  was  devoted  by  the  Christian 


people  of  the  district  to  preparing  and 
cooking  food  for  their  visitors.  On  Fri- 
day forenoon  the  adults  were  baptized,  and 
in  the  evening  we  had  an  open  meeting, 
when  several  vigorous  addresses  were  given 
by  some  of  our  church  members.  On  Sat- 
urday morning  the  children  were  baptized, 
and  the  rest  of  the  day  was  given  to  cook- 
ing and  other  preparations  for  the  mor- 
row. Our  communion  Sabbaths  have  al- 
ways been  blessed  days,  and  this  one  was 
no  exception,  when  about  seventy  joined 
with  us  in  commemorating  our  Lord’s 
dying  love.  Five  years  ago  they  were  all 
heathen,  and  some  of  them  were  savage 
cannibals;  well  may  we  exclaim, “What 
hatli  God  wrought  ! ” 

On  the  Tuesday  after  the  communion 
we  had  three  marriages  followed  by  a 
united  marriage  feast,  to  which  all  the 
Christian  people,  including  the  visitors, 
were  invited.  Next  day  we  returned  to 
Nogugu  by  boat,  and,  the  wind  being  “con- 
trary,” we  were  fourteen  hours  on  the  way. 

In  conclusion,  I am  glad  to  say  that  the 
prospect  throughout  all  our  district  con- 
tinues to  be  bright  and  encouraging. 

In  a letter  from  Scotland,  dated  Jan. 
4,  1901,  Dr.  John  G.  Paton  says:  The 

French  aggressions  in  taking  from  our  na- 
tives lands  to  which  they  have  no  claim  or 
right  whatever,  closing  their  paths,  burn- 
ing down  their  villages  and  our  schools  on 
Epe  and  Efate,  destroying  their  planta- 
tions and  compelling  them  to  work  for 
them  under  threat  ol  burning  their  homes, 
are  forcing  a crisis  on  the  New  Hebrides. 
The  apparent  object  is  to  force  resistance 
and  thus  get  an  excuse  to  make  war  upon 
the  natives  and  annex  the  group.  French 
men-of-war  have  backed  them,  and  their 
captains  order  French  settlers  so  to  act  and 
. threaten  to  shoot  the  natives  if  they  resist. 
We  are  all  very  anxious  just  now,  but 
Jesus  rules.  Pray  for  us  and  our  natives. 
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Formosa. — The  Presbyterian  Record 
(Canada)  says  that  Dr.  McKay  writes  of 
a recent  visit  of  himself,  his  son  and  Koa 
Kau  to  an  outlying  district  where  a meet- 
ing was  held  of  212  converts;  29  were 
baptized  and  62  observed  the  Lord’s  Sup- 
per. On  invitation,  a number  of  the  older 
Christians,  from  15  to  27  years’  stand- 
ing, exhorted  the  new  converts  and 
thanked  God  that  they  had  heard  the  gos- 
pel and  accepted  it  and  followed  Jesus 
through  storms  and  sunshine. 

Africa. — It  was  25  years  on  the  12th  of 
October  last  that  the  little  steamer  “Ilala” 
entered  Lake  Nyassa.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Livingstonia  Mission  which 
has  been  maintained  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Free  and  United  Presbyterian 
churches  of  Scotland.  The  story  of  this 
quarter  of  a century  of  missionary  work 
reads  like  a romance.  The  first  station 
was  at  Cape  Maclear,  near  the  southern 
end  of  the  lake,  which  is  350  miles  long 
and  varies  in  width  from  sixteen  to  fifty 
miles.  The  eastern  shore  is  occupied  by 
the  Universities  Mission.  The  natives  for 
whom  the  Livingstonia  Mission  labored 
were  the  fierce  Ngoni,  who  were  a terror 
to  the  tribes  on  the  lake.  Dr.  Robert 
Laws,  who  has  been  one  of  the  most 
efficient  agents  of  the  mission,  gives  a 
most  interesting  account  of  the  progress 
during  these  years.  He  says  that  in  1875 
the  mission  had  an  unbroken  stretch  of 
heathenism,  about  the  size  of  England, 
lying  between  it  and  other  missions,  and 
he  adds,  “These  many  tribes  not  only  had 
no  literature,  but  they  had  not  even  a let- 
ter.” Now  eight  of  the  languages  have 
been  reduced  to  writing,  and  the  whole 
of  the  New  Testament  and  parts  of  the 
Old  have  been  translated  into  one  language 
and  portions  into  other  languages.  At  the 
beginning,  of  course,  there  were  no 
scholars ; now  there  are  estimated  to  be 


30.000  pupils,  old  and  young,  connected 
with  the  mission.  The  first  convert  was 
baptized  in  1881,  and  the  second  the  next 
year.  Now  there  are  five  congregations, 
with  1,315  communicants  and  nearly  800 
baptized  adherents.  Those  in  catechumen 
classes  number  over  2,800.  Dr.  Laws  says, 
“All  the  adult  members  are  expected  to 
take  part  in  the  extension  of  the  Church 
of  Christ  as  well  as  in  its  support.  To 
help  them  in  this  work  a preachers’  class 
is  held  weekly  at  each  station  by  the  mis- 
sionary, and  these  preachers,  going  forth 
two  by  two  the  following  Sabbath,  hold 
300  or  more  services  in  different  villages, 
and  carry  the  gospel  to  thousands  who 
otherwise  would  not  hear  of  Christ.  The 
growth  of  this  evangelistic  and  educa- 
tional work  has  emphasized  the  utility  and 
economy  of  employing  native  Christian 
agency  as  far  as  possible.” 

Among  the  departments  of  work  men- 
tioned are  the  educational  and  industrial 
and  the  medical.  All  the  pupils  in  the 
school  receive  a training  for  their  hands 
as  well  as  their  heads,  and  a part  of  each 
day  is  devoted  to  industrial  work.  In  one 
year  there  have  been  more  than  13,000 
attendants  at  the  dispensary.  The  Train- 
ing Institution  is  at  Livingstonia,  about 
fifty  miles  south  of  Karonga  and  nearly 

3.000  feet  above  the  lake,  though  only  five 
miles  west  of  the  shore.  An  abundant 
supply  of  good  water  is  secured,  but  at  a 
cost  of  $20,000.  Water  power  is  at  hand 
for  saw  mills  and  grist  mills,  and  even 
an  electric  plant  for  lighting  is  about  to 
be  established.  These  wild  Ngoni  have 
been  most  wonderfully  tamed,  and  the 
change  has  been  wrought  among  the  tribes 
of  this  district  which  no  man  can  account 
for  save  as  he  recognizes  the  mighty  trans- 
forming power  of  the  gospel. — Missionary 
Herald. 


Olive  Trees  doesn’t  cost  a cent  a week. 
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AT  HOME. 

Allegheny,  Pa. — The  Treasurer  of 
the  Aged  People’s  Home,  Mrs.  A.  M. 
Sproull,  122  E.  North  Avenue,  Allegheny, 
Pa.,  desiring  . to  close  the  books  of  the 
Association  by  Feb.  15,  1901,  would 
like  all  congregational  managers  to  col- 
lect dues  from  members  of  the  Association 
who  have  not  as  yet  paid  for  the  year,  in 
order  that  they  may  receive  credit. 

Mrs.  R.  J.  Haslett,  Cor.  Sec’y. 

At  the  Communion  in  Faith  Chapel, 
Spring  Garden  Borough,  on  the  13th  of 
January,  there  was  an  accession  of  three, 
two  of  whom  were  from  the  Sabbath 
school,  the  result  of  the  work  being  done 
there.  Their  examination  was  very  satis- 
factory. Brother  Kilpatrick  assisted.  The 
people  were  much  pleased  with  his  preach- 
ing. The  building  in  which  the  Sabbath 
school  and  church  services  are  held  is  too 
small.  An  effort  is  being  made  to  obtain 
funds  with  which  to  enlarge  it. 

J.  W.  S. 


Items  prom  Central  Board  : 
Financial  Statement. 


Overdraft  Overdraft 

Dec.  1,11*00.  Receipts.  Expenses.  Jan.1,1901. 


Domestic  Mission, 

$1,447.63 

$288.93 

$80.10 

$1,238.70 

Southern  “ 

81.61 

412.81 

411.66 

80.46 

Chinese  Home  Mis- 

8ion 

74.67 

60.12 

52.05 

66.60 

On  hand 

On  hand 

Dec.  1,  1900. 

Jan.  1,  1901 

Indian  Mission... 

213.78 

289.58 

233.33 

270.03 

Jewish  “ 

285.14 

206.36 

138.00 

353.50  • 

Snstentation 

245.98 

245  98 

— 

755.35 

Domestic. — The  Sabbath  school  of  the 
Chicago  Congregation  has  an  enrollment 
of  over  200  scholars.  Fourteen  Chinese 
are  in  attendance.  There  are  over  sixty 
home  class  students.  Mr.  McFarland 
and  his  band  of  workers  afe  much  en- 
couraged. The  one  thing  now  needed  is 
a church  building  of  their  own.  Assur- 
ances of  help  to  secure  one  have  been  re- 
ceived from  friends. 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Board 
the  dividend  for  the  third  quarter  was 


to  have  been  declared,  in  case  the  condi- 
tion of  the  treasury  justified  it.  Instead 
of  a surplus,  a deficit  was  reported.  To 
declare  a dividend,  the  Board  must  bor- 
row, unless  the  Church  responds  liberally 
to  the  appeal  to  be  made.  By  its  direction 
a statement  will  be  published  to  the 
Church  by  the  officers  of  the  overdraft  in 
the  Domestic  and  Southern  Mission 
Funds,  accompanied  by  an  appeal  for  the 
funds  with  which  to  pay  the  laborers  who 
are  in  need  of  the  amount  due  them. 

The  attention  of  clerks  of  Presbyteries  is 
called  to  the  following  action:  “As  no 

reports  have  been  received  from  clerks  of 
Presbyteries  of  work  done,  resolved  that 
the  quarterly  distribution  be  deferred  till 
such  reports  are  received.” 

Indian. — Mr.  J.  M.  Johnston  on  ac- 
count of  the  state  of  his  health  declined 
the  appointment  as  assistant  to  Mr. 
Carithers  during  his  absence.  Rev.  J.  R. 
W.  Stevenson,  whose  health  has  much  im- 
proved, has  been  chosen  to  fill  the  place. 
The  smallpox  has  entirely  disappeared  at 
the  Mission,  though  not  from  the  camps 
of  the  Indians.  Some  of  these,  still  suf- 
fering from  the  disease,  come  occasionally 
to  the  Mission.  They  must  be  dealt  with 
kindly  or  the  effect  would  be  injurious. 
The  Sabbath  service  has  been  resumed. 
The  attendance  is  quite  encouraging.  Miss 
Moore  has  gone  to  her  home  at  Olathe, 
Kan.,  for  a much  needed  and  well  earned 
rest.  She  hopes  to  return  before  long. 

Southern. — The  school  had  its  Christ- 
mas treat  during  the  holidays.  Those  kind 
friends  in  the  North  who  sent  boxes  with 
clothing,  etc.,  did  much  to  make  the  occa- 
sion pleasant.  It  resumed  on  the  2d  of 
January.  A number  of  the  old  scholars 
have  not  returned.  There  were  reported 
about  forty  new  ones.  A rearrangement 
of  some  of  the  classes  has  been  made  neces- 
sary. Miss  Lena  Beattie  has  taken  a 
month's  vacation  for  the  benefit  of  her 
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health.  The  Sabbath  school  at  Valley 
Camp  is  now  held  regularly.  There  is  an 
attendance  of  about  thirty.  Mr.  Reed  is 
giving  special  attention  to  the  industrial 
department,  though  with  the  small  means 
at  his  command  not  much  can  be  done. 

Chinese. — The  school  was  not  discon- 
tinued. During  the  month  of  December 
there  was  an  enrollment  of  fourteen  and 
an  average  attendance  of  eight.  Mrs.  Bore- 
land  has  been  obliged,  on  account  of  her 
other  duties,  to  sever  her  connection  with 
the  Mission.  The  Board  passed  a resolution 
appreciative  of  the  deep  interest  mani- 
fested by  her  in  it  and  the  satisfactory 
character  of  her  work.  Mrs.  Johnson  ex- 
pected to  take  charge  on  the  4th  of  Janu- 
ary. 

Jewish. — The  building  occupied  by  the 
Philadelphia  Jewish  Mission  has  been  sold 
and  a new  one  purchased  a few  squares 
away.  After  the  needed  repairs  are  made 
there  will  be  a debt  of  about  $3,000. 

J.  W.  Sproull. 

Bloomington,  Ind. — The  L.  M.  Society 
of  the  Bloomington  Congregation  desire 
to  pay  a last  loving  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  Mrs.  Shaw,  who  died  at  her  home  in 
New  Alexandria  Oct.  23,  1900.  For 
over  thirty  years  Mrs.  Shaw  was  connected 
with  our  congregation,  and  we  remember 
her  not  only  as  the  wife  of  our  beloved 
pastor,  but  as  a dear  sister  and  valuable 
friend. 

For  these  reasons  we  count  it  a great 
joy  to  tell  to  others  the  story  of  her  con- 
secrated life  among  us.  As  a pastor’s  wife 
we  can  use  no  flattering  term  concerning 
her,  because  she  came  up  to  the  highest 
ideal  in  that  regard.  As  a member  of  the 
congregation,  she  was  ever  faithful  to  her 
trust.  In  her  home  she  was  a model.  In 
the  Sabbath  school  she  labored  diligently. 
Do  you  wonder  that  a feeling  of  sadness 
came  over  us  when  we  received  news  of 


her  death?  Those  who  had  known  her 
longest  and  best  felt  that  a sister  had  gone 
from  them ; others  who  were  younger 
mourned  for  a dear  friend.  But  it  was  as 
a member  of  the  L.  M.  Society  that  her 
many  virtues  shone  the  brightest.  She 
was  one  of  the  charter  members  when  we 
organized  over  seventeen  years  ago,  and 
was  our  first  president.  She  looked  well 
to  the  duties  of  that  and  strove  to  make 
all  our  meetings  interesting.  She  seldom 
missed  a meeting.  If  she  was  absent,  we 
always  knew  there  had  something  unusual 
happened.  She  studied  new  plans  of  work 
for  us.  She  was  ever  seeking  out  the  poor 
and  those  who  had  most  need  of  our  help. 
She  encouraged  us  to  prepare  boxes  to  send 
to  the  different  missions,  and  she  herself 
liberally  contributed  to  this  work.  We 
cannot  forget  her  prayers ; they  linger 
with  us  as  a loving  memory,  telling  us  of 
her  virtuous  life.  But  with  all  this,  she 
was  ever  modest  and  unassuming.  Many 
of  her  deeds  of  love  would  have  remained 
unknown  had  not  those  who  received  them 
spoke  their  praises  for  this  or  that  kind 
act.  But  now  she  has  gone  from  us,  her 
sweet  influence  will  ever  live  among  us, 
stirring  us  up  to  be  more  zealous  in  the 
Master’s  cause,  leading  us  onward  and  up- 
ward till  we  join  her  in  the  heavenly 
home. 

Mrs.  R.  Russell, 

Mrs.  Mamie  Smith, 

Mrs.  Haddie  Faris, 

Committee. 

Boston,  Mass. — The  following  report 
of  the  Boston  Anti- Secret  Convention  is 
from  the  pen  of  Rev.  J.  M.  Foster:  The 
annual  convention  of  the  New  England 
Christian  Association  was  held  in  Park 
Street  Church,  Wednesday,  Dec.  19,  1900. 
There  were  three  sessions,  beginning  at 
9 A.  M.  and  closing  at  10  P.  M.  The 
speakers  were  all  there,  and  everything 
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moved  steadily  forward.  A number  of 
witnesses  gave  their  testimony,  and  every 
one  testified  that  being  converted  to  Jesus 
Christ  they  could  not  stay  in  the  lodge. 
The  atmosphere  of  the  lodge  was  un- 
healthy for  their  spiritual  life.  Their  new 
natures  could  not  endure  the  companion- 
ship and  conduct  of  the  secret  system.  The 
evils  of  the  secret  empire  were  exposed. 
Masonry  perverts  the  Scriptures.  It 
affirms  that  Hiram  Abiff  was  the  designer 
and  architect  of  Solomon’s  temple,  while 
the  Bible  expressly  states  that  David  re- 
ceived the  plan  by  revelation  and  gave  it 
to  Solomon.  The  oath  speaks  of  the  tides 
rising  and  falling  every  twenty-four 
hours,  whereas  the  Mediterranean  Sea  was 
the  nearest  one  to  Jerusalem  and  it  has  no 
tides,  while  in  England,  where  Masonry 
originated  in  1717,  they  have  tides.  There 
are  in  the  United  States  70,000  lodges 
and  6,000,000  members,  and  increasing 
at  the  rate  of  300,000  each  year.  Such  a 
force  is  a menace  to  the  Republic.  It  was 
affirmed  that  college  Greek  fraternities 
were  the  most  dangerous,  because  they 
were  so  mild.  Their  presence  in  the  in- 
stitutions of  our  land  is  poisoning  the 
fountains.  They  are  secret  and  that  is 
contrary  to  His  example  who  said,  “In 
secret  have  I said  nothing.”  For  boys  to 
form  organizations  in  which  they  bind 
themselves  to  conceal  from  their  fathers 
what  they  say  and  do  is  wrong  and  danger- 
ous. And  for  girls  to  take  such  obliga- 
tions to  conceal  from  their  mothers  what 
they  see  and  hear  is  just  the  worst  thing 
they  can  do  for  themselves.  And  for  stu- 
dents to  form  organizations  in  which  they 
bind  themselves  to  hide  from  the  faculty 
and  fellow  students  what  they  say  and  do 
is  not  for  the  best  interests  of  the  institu- 
tion. These  fraternities  are  essentially 
selfish.  Some  of  them  have  literary  im- 
provement as  their  object.  But  the  stu- 
dents that  need  such  help  the  most  are  not 


asked,  and  those  needing  it  least  are  asked 
to  join.  The  same  is  true  of  those  that 
make  social  improvement  or  any  other 
object  their  chief  end.  They  prepare  the 
way  for  joining  the  more  objectionable 
orders.  A taste  for  secret  methods  is  de- 
veloped in  these.  And  later  it  must  be 
gratified  in  Masonry. 

The  tone  of  the  convention  was  deeply 
spiritual.  I never  heard  a better  explana- 
tion of  the  Psalm  than  that  given  of  the 
Fourth  Psalm  by  Rev.  James  M.  Gray, 
D.  D.  Not  a newspaper  in  the  city  gave  a 
line  of  report  of  the  meeting.  They  find 
they  cannot  kill  this  movement  by  attack- 
ing it,  and  they  are  trying  the  conspiracy 
of  silence.  But  it  is  like  Banquo’s  ghost 
—it  will  not  down.  When  John  Brown  was 
hanged,  slave  holders  thought  abolition- 
ism was  dead.  But  soon  the  boys  in  blue 
were  invading  the  South  and  singing 
“John  Brown’s  body  lies  mouldering  in 
the  tomb,  but  his  soul  goes  marching  on.” 

Hopkinxon,  Ia. — The  session  of  Hop- 
k inton  Congregation  took  the  following 
action  on  the  death  of  Elder  Robert  L. 
Wallace : 

Robert  L.  Wallace  was  a true  Christian, 
humble,  kind  and  devout,  walking  in  the 
paths  of  righteousness  and  following  after 
Christ  in  consistent  piety.  He  was  a faith- 
ful Covenanter.  Fully  persuaded  that  the 
principles  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  are  Scriptural,  he  always  defended 
them  with  energy  and  bore  an  effectual 
testimony  for  them  before  an  unbelieving 
world.  He  was  an  ardent  National  Re- 
former, and  had  been  an  energetic  con- 
ductor on  the  underground  railroad  of 
slavery  times.  He  was  strongly  opposed 
to  secret  societies,  and  he  often  spoke  to 
their  members,  admonishing  them  to  cut 
loose  from  these  enemies  of  the  Church  of 
Christ.  He  was  a true  missionary,  giving 
time,  money  and  prayers  to  the  extension 
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of  Christ’s  kingdom  at  home  and  abroad. 
In  the  Hopkinton  Congregation  he  was  a 
pillar,  and  the  welfare  of  the  congregation 
was  in  his  thoughts  even  in  his  last  hours. 
During  the  years  when  the  congregation 
was  left  without  a pastor,  Robert  L.  Wal- 
lace, as  elder  and  clerk  of  session,  did 
more  than  his  share  to  keep  the  congrega- 
tion together.  He  is,  therefore,  sadly 
missed  by  the  session,  the  congregation, 
the  Church  at  large  and  the  neighborhood 
in  which  he  lived. 

We,  as  a session,  want  to  express  our 
gratitude  to  the  Almighty,  that  He  gave  us 
Robert  L.  Wallace  as  our  co-laborer,  and 
that  He  endued  him  with  the  precious 
gifts  and  talents  which  enabled  him  to 
live  such  a consistent  life  and  to  work 
so  faithfully  and  successfully  in  the  Mas- 
ter’s vineyard.  We  want  to  make  known 
to  the  whole  Church  the  character  of  our 
departed  brother,  not  that  he  may  receive 
praise  from  men,  but  that  his  beautiful 
life  may  strengthen  others  and  help  them 
in  their  arduous  tasks.  We  want  to  say  to 
the  family  which  our  brother  left  behind 
that,  while  we  sorrow  with  them  in  their 
bereavement,  yet  we  rejoice,  for  we  feel 
assured  that  our  brother  has  gained  the 
eternal  crown  of  glory,  and  we  know  that 
the  Father  of  mercies,  the  God  of  all  com- 
fort, will  comfort  them  in  their  tribula- 
tion. 

Be  it,  therefore,  resolved  that  these 
resolutions  be  spread  upon  our  minutes, 
be  published  in  the  Church  papers,  and  be 
sent  to  the  bereaved  family. 

Louis  Meyer,  Moderator. 

T.  J.  Joseph,  Cleric. 

New  Castle,  Pa. — Sabbath,  Jan.  20, 
was  a red-letter  day  in  the  history  of  New 
Castle  Congregation.  For  the  first  time 
divine  service  was  then  held  in  the  new 
church  building,  which  is  erected  on  the 
site  of  the  old,  where  for  forty  years  the 
congregation  worshipped. 


Standing  on  the  corner  of  two  streets 
in  an  elevated  part  of  the  city,  it  presents, 
on  the  outside,  a decidedly  attractive  ap- 
pearance. The  inside  is  very  convenient. 
There  are  on  the  same  floor  an  audience 
room,  well  lighted,  comfortably  seated, 
carpeted,  and  capable  of  seating  about  400 ; 
a Sabbath  school  room,  which  opens  into 
it;  a ladies’  parlor;  an  assembly  room,  in- 
tended for  meetings  of  session,  etc.,  and 
the  pastor’s  study;  while  in  the  tower  are 
a class  room  and  in  the  basement  an  in- 
fants’ room,  kitchen  and  dining  room.  The 
platform  for  the  singers  is  to  the  left  of 
the  pulpit. 

On  the  Sabbath  there  were  three  ser- 
vices. The  audience  room  was  well  filled 
at  each.  In  the  morning  the  pastor  offered 
the  dedicatory  prayer.  The  sermon  was 
preached  by  the  writer,  who  also  preached 
at  night.  Fraternal  greetings  were  given 
by  a number  of  the  clergymen  and  laymen 
of  the  city.  The  kind  remarks  and  the 
liberal  contributions  made  by  those  who 
were  not  members  attest  the  deep  interest 
of  the  community  in  the  welfare  of  the 
congregation,  as  also  the  high  esteem  in 
which  its  pastor  is  held. 

Dr.  Jordan,  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  made  a very  effective  appeal  for 
subscriptions  to  pay  off  the  church  debt. 
Others,  ministers  and  laymen,  aided  him 
in  his  efforts  to  induce  those  present  to 
subscribe.  The  efforts  were  successful  to 
a surprising  degree.  The  total  amount 
raised  and  subscribed  on  the  Sabbath  and 
on  Monday  evening  was  $2,500.  This  con- 
gregation has  done  well.  The  total  cost  of 
the  building  was  $14,500 — $7,000  were 
raised  by  the  members,  $2,000  were  given 
by  the  Board  of  Church  Erection,  between 
$700  and  $800  were  given  by  members  in 
other  congregations  in  our  own  Church,, 
and  between  $200  and  $300  by  citizens. 
The  debt  on  the  building  Sabbath  morn- 
ing was  $4,500.  It  is  now  $2,000. 
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The  congregation  has  a membership  of 
204.  They  are  an  earnest,  devoted  peo- 
ple. They  have  not  much  wealth.  The 
pastor  stated  on  Sabbath  from  the  pulpit 
that  as  the  result  of  a careful  calculation 
it  was  found  that  the  gross  receipts  of  the 
members  were  about  $30,000.  The  one- 
tenth  of  this  would  be  $3,000.  Whereas,  in 
addition  to  supporting  the  ordinances  and 
contributing  to  church  schemes,  they  gave 
$7,000  to  pay  for  the  new  church — i.  e., 
more  than  a fifth  of  their  gross  income. 
That  is  certainly  creditable.  Such  a con- 
gregation deserves  help. 

It  may  be  there  are  some  who  would  like 
to  assist  so  spirited  a people.  Any  con- 
tribution, large  or  small,  will  be  thank- 
fully received.  Our  brother,  the  pastor, 
has  done  and  is  doing  an  excellent  work  in 
New  Castle.  He  deserves  encouragement. 

J.  W.  Sproull. 

Old  Bethel,  III.— One  feature  of 
our  holiday  season  was  the  entertainment 
by  the  Mission  Band.  It  was  given  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  Sabbath  school  anni- 
versary, Dec.  26.  A programme  had 
been  arranged  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  Crooks,  who  has  charge  of  the  Band. 
It  consisted  of  Scripture  reading,  recita- 
tions, songs  and  other  exercises  suitable 
to  the  occasion.  The  programme  was 
nicely  rendered  by  the  children.  The  most 
interesting  feature  of  the  day,  to  the  chil- 
dren, at  least,  was  the  collecting  of  money. 
Last  spring  the  children  were  given  dimes 
to  invest  during  the  summer.  The  money 
was  invested  in  garden  seeds,  eggs  and 
various  other  ways.  Some  of  the  little 
tots  who  were  not  old  enough  to  manage 
a small  business  saved  their  pennies  and 
handed  them  in  for  “the  little  Jews”  or 
“the  little  Indians.”  The  entire  effort  of 
the  children  amounted  to  $35.78.  The 
amounts  ranged  from  $2  down  to  a few 
pennies.  By  the  choice  of  the  children 


the  money  was  divided  between  the  Jew- 
ish Mission  at  Cincinnati  and  the  Indian 
Mission.  The  reason  perhaps  for  this  choice 
was  that  Miss  Patterson  was  formerly  of 
this  congregation,  and  Rev.  Carithers 
visited  us  last  spring  and  spent  an  after- 
noon with  the  children. 

This  is  the  largest  sum  the  children 
have  ever  raised.  They  have  done  well. 
The  love  of  their  little  hearts  goes  out  to 
the  children  in  whose  interest  they  have 
given  the  money.  May  Jesus  bless  both 
the  givers  and  the  receivers.  E.  A.  C. 

Olathe,  Kan. — The  L.  M.  Society  has 
sent  us  the  following  reports  for  publica- 
tion : 

Secretary's  Report  for  1900. 

Another  year  has  rolled  around  and  we 
have  met  to  hear  our  annual  reports. 

We  stand  on  the  threshold,  not  only  of 
a new  year,  but  also  a new  century.  Great 
things  have  been  accomplished  along  mis- 
sionary lines  during  the  century  that  has 
just  closed,  and  we  trust  that  far  greater 
achievements  will  be  made  in  the  one  just 
opening.  What  part,  as  a society  and  as 
individuals,  are  we  going  to  take  in  this 
grand  work? 

God  has  been  very  gracious  to  us  in 
sparing  all  our  members  throughout  the 
year,  although  some  have  been  called  to 
endure  trials  and  afflictions..  Through 
the  kindness  of  our  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary we  have  been  enabled  to  hear  from  all 
the  mission  stations  of  the  Church.  The 
letters  have  not  only  been  interesting,  but 
instructive. 

We  have  held  twelve  regular  meetings 
with  an  average  attendance  of  fourteen; 
we  have  also  met  three  days  for  work. 

Our  treasury  has  been  supplied  by  dues 
and  donations,  and  has  been  disbursed  ac- 
cording to  the  best  judgment  of  the  mem- 
bers. 
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We  have  received  one  new  member  dur- 
ing the  year  and  now  number  fifty-three 
willing  workers  for  our  Master. 

Although  sometimes  perhaps  we  have 
felt  discouraged,  yet  we  trust  that  each 
one  has  received  some  spiritual  blessing 
from  each  meeting,  and  that  we  will  go 
forward  now,  at  the  beginning  of  the  new 
year,  resolving  to  do  more  and  better  work 
for  our  Master  than  ever  before. 

Mbs.  G.  A.  Edgar,  Pres. 

M.  E.  Atchison,  Sec'y. 

Report  of  the  Treasurer. 


Cash  on  hand $14.15 

Dues  collected 62.95 

Pledge  money 1.80 

Donations 5.27 

Fruit  (for  Indian  Mission)  valued 

at 20.00 

Other  sources 21.48 


$125.65 

Disbursements. 

To  furnish  bed,  per  Indian  Mis- 


sion   $6.00 

To  Cyprus  Mission 15.00 

To  Jewish  Mission 10.00 

To  Starving  India 8.00 

To  vacation  expenses  of  Telgie 

Ibraheim 1.00 

To  Sinking  Fund 28.10 

To  fruit  (for  Indian  Mission) 

valued  at 20.00 

To  postage .30 

To  miscellaneous  10.60 

To  balance 26.65 


$125.65 
A.  E.  Wilson. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. — Mr.  Moses  Green- 
berg, who  is  in  charge  of  the  Mission  of 
the  Covenant  to  Israel,  has  sent,  for  pub- 
lication in  Olive  Trees,  his  latest  report 
to  the  Committee  of  Management,  which 


met  in  Philadelphia,  Jan.  11,  1901. 
In  the  following  statement  his  paper  is 
condensed,  giving  extracts  only  when  they 
are  necessary  to  show  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  his  distinctively  evangelistic  opera- 
tions. The  Mission  was  begun  in  1894, 
but  part  of  the  time  Mr.  Greenberg  was 
in  the  Seminary,  and  for  the  last  three 
years  he  has  spent  the  summer  months 
amongst  the  churches,  endeavoring  to 
awaken  a deeper  interest  in  this  work. 

“During  the  past  years  5,000  New 
Testaments  in  Yiddish,  Hebrew,  German 
and  English  were  distributed  by  the  work- 
ers in  the  Mission.  The  Bible  Society  of 
our  city  donated  to  the  Mission,  since  its 
existence,  over  $200  in  Bibles  and  other 
portions  of  the  Word  of  God  in  various 
languages.  Thousands  of  periodicals, 
tracts  and  leaflets  of  an  evangelical  char- 
acter have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of 
men  and  women  who  were  not  only  glad  to 
read  this  literature  for  themselves,  but  to 
hand  it  to  their  friends  and  neighbors. 
Hundreds  of  homes,  attics,  cellars  and 
business  places  have  been  visited  and  re- 
visited by  us  with  the  glad  tidings  of  sal- 
vation. Thousands  have  listened  to  the 
gospel  in  the  Mission.  Hundreds  of  chil- 
dren were  not  only  rescued  by  the  sewing 
school  from  spending  their  time  in  the 
streets  and  alleys,  where  even  the  very 
language  of  the  people  is  contaminating, 
but  they  have  received  spiritual  instruc- 
tion. Jesus  is  no  more  to  them  the  de- 
spised Nazarene,  but  the  Messiah  and  Re- 
deemer. One  girl  that  attended  this  place 
for  five  years,  came  to  see  us  before  leaving 
for  New  York  City.  To  the  question  if  she 
still  had  the  Bible  we  gave  her,  she  replied 
in  the  affirmative,  and  added  these  words, 
‘Others  do  not  like  the  book,  but  I love  to 
read  it  by  myself.  I read  it  when  nobody 
sees  me.  I sing  the  Psalms  to  myself  and 
feel  so  good  in  my  heart  when  I sing 
them/  The  Sabbath  school  has  shed  many 


48 


News  of  the  Churches. 


a ray  of  light  into  the  heart  of  many  a 
wild  and  incorrigible  child.  The  intel- 
lectual and  spiritual  blessings  which  the 
night  school  has  bestowed  upon  hundreds 
of  men  and  women  are  beyond  description. 

“There  are  at  present  four  teachers  in 
this  branch  of  the  work.  Some  of  the 
scholars  come  a three-miles  distance. 

“During  the  past  years  multitudes  of 
persons  came  to  us  with  their  innumerable 
doubts,  not  only  concerning  the  Christian 
religion,  but  even  as  to  the  very  existence 
of  a Supreme  Being.  Often  we  were  able 
to  calm  their  minds,  to  infuse  some  hope 
and  peace  into  their  hearts. 

“The  congested  Ghetto  of  Philadelphia 
sends  many  a man  and  woman  to  a prema- 
ture grave.  The  inhaling  of  the  foul  air 
in  the  crowded  rooms  of  the  tenement 
houses  and  the  adulterated  food  consumed 
by  the  family  that  has  to  subsist  on  $200  or 
$150  per  year,  bring  diseases  into  these 
quarters.  * * * The  dispensary,  through 
Dr.  Caldwell’s  gratuitous  work,  has  conse- 
quently brought  relief  to  hundreds  of 
women,  children  and  men.  The  Christian 
benevolence  of  many  ladies’  missionary  so- 
cieties and  of  Mr.  Sharp,  of  Blanchard 
Congregation,  has  enabled  us  to  distribute 
to  the  poor  with  whom  we  come  in  contact 
boxes  of  dry  goods,  shoes,  clothing,  flour 
and  other  edibles.  In  a limited  degree  we 
also  assisted  the  poor  financially,  and, 
while  nine  missions  amongst  the  Hebrews 
of  this  city,  whose  support  was  ampler 
than  ours,  have  been  opened  and  closed 
since  we  came  here,  we  are  thankful  to  our 
Heavenly  Father  that  we  are  still  per- 
mitted to  work  for  His  glory  and  the  wel- 
face  of  our  fellow-men. 

“The  respect  which  this  Mission  has 
gained  from  those  amonggt  whom  we  labor 
should  encourage  our  people  to  pray  and 
work  more  earnestly  for  Israel’s  salvation. 
Christian  friends,  not  only  in  our  own 


denomination,  aided  us  with  their  prayers 
and  substance,  but  others  also  helped  us 
most  liberally.  With  many  thanks  we  ac- 
knowledge the  liberal  contribution  of  $250 
from  Mrs.  Anna  Campbell,  of  Newburgh, 
for  the  building  fund.  On  her  late  visit 
to  this  city  she  had  compassion  on  a 
Hebrew  orphan  of  two  years  old,  whose 
mother  is  continually  thanking  God  that 
we  found  for  the  child  such  a benevolent 
home  as  Mrs.  Campbell’s.” 

The  report  then  goes  on  to  speak  at  some 
length  of  “the  open  and  flagrant  vice  and 
immorality  we  have  been  constrained  to 
behold  in  the  past  years  in  this  vicinity,” 
and  of  ineffectual  efforts  to  secure  the 
backing  of  the  civil  authorities — details 
with  which  Olive  Trees  does  not  care  to 
fill  its  columns. 

In  closing,  Mr.  Greenberg  says,  “It  re- 
mains for  this  committee  to  exert  their 
greatest  influence  for  the  noble  cause  of 
bringing  salvation  to  the  children  of  Israel. 
The  people  in  Philadelphia  should  become 
intensely  interested  and  inspired  in  this 
work.  They  should  become  an  example  to 
the  whole  Church  by  their  prayers  and 
contributions  to  the  Philadelphia  Jewish 
Mission.  May  God  grant  that  the  mis- 
sionary may  be  spared  in  the  future  the 
laborious  and  painful  efforts  to  secure 
means  for  its  existence.  ‘Now  if  the  fall 
of  them  be  the  riches  of  the  world,  and  the 
diminishing  of  them  the  riches  of  the 
Gentiles,  how  much  more  their  fullness.’  ” 

All  friends  of  missionary  work  will  re- 
joice in  what  the  Mission  of  the  Covenant 
to  Israel  has  accomplished  in  the  way  of 
circulating  good  literature  and  in  other 
ways  bringing  old  and  young  among  the 
Jews  into  touch  with  the  truth.  But  it 
would  be  interesting  to  know  how  many 
have,  within  the  six  years  of  its  existence, 
been  led  through  its  agency toaccept  Christ 
and  come  into  the  shelter  of  His  Church. 
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MISSIONARY  LIFE  ON  TANNA. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Dr.  J.  G. 
Paton,  Olive  Trees  is  able  to  give  its 
readers  another  chapter  from  the  journal 
of  his  son,  Rev.  Frank  H.  L.  Paton,  sta- 
tioned at  Lenakel,  West  Tanna.  It  covers 
the  three  months  ended  Oct.  30,  1900  : 

The  first  notable  event  since  last  mail 
was  the  ordination  of  two  elders  in  our 
Lenakel  church.  The  work  has  been  grow- 
ing so  much,  and  Lomai  and  Iavis  have 
proved  themselves  to  be  such  true  men  of 
God,  that  I decided  to  ordain  them  as 
elders.  After  a long  talk  I asked  them 
if  they  were  willing  to  enter  upon  the 
eldership.  Lomai  said,  “Misi,  we  cannot 
go  back  in  the  work  of  Jesus.  You  first 
baptized  us,  then  you  made  us  deacons, 
and  now  you  have  asked  us  to  be  elders. 
We  are  not  fit  to  be  elders,  but  we  cannot 
go  back.  We  must  go  forward,  and  we  must 
just  pray  hard  to  Jesus  to  make  us  more 
fit.  We  want  to  do  everything  you  tell 
us,  and  we  know  that  Jesus  will  help  us.” 
And  Iavis  said  that  his  heart  was  one  with 
Lomai’s.  The  next  day  I told  the  people 
in  church  what  I had  decided  to  do,  and  I 
called  upon  any  one  who  knew  anything 
against  the  character  of  Lomai  or  Iavis 
to  come  forward  and  speak  before  Sabbath. 
As  no  one  came  forward  before  that  day,  I 
ordained  Lomai  and  Iavis  as  elders,  the 
people  solemnly  promising  to  obey  them 
in  the  Lord.  This  has  marked  a distinct 
advance  in  our  work,  and  it  is  no  little 
joy  to  us  to  see  these  two  men  rising  step 
by  step  in  the  work  and  becoming  more 
earnest  and  humble  with  every  fresh  re- 
sponsibility. 

The  11th  of  September  brought  the 
steamer,  and  with  it  the  dreaded  hour  of 
parting  with  our  beloved  fellow  worker, 


Mr.  Hume.  The  natives  crowded  around 
the  boat,  but  I lost  no  time  in  getting  un- 
der way,  as  I feared  the  strain  of  so 
many  good-byes  on  Mr.  Hume  in  his  weak 
state.  We  just  got  alongside  when  he  sud- 
denly collapsed,  but  a strong  restorative 
brought  him  round,  and  in  a few  minutes 
we  got  him  safely  on  board.  Before  we 
left  he  was  able  to  sit  up,  and  looked  much 
more  like  himself  again.  It  was  hard 
Avork  to  say  good-bye  after  over  four  years 
of  happy  fellowship  in  the  work.  But  it 
had  to  be. 

By  the  same  steamer  we  sent  up  our 
arrowroot.  When  we  began  to  pack  it  we 
found  that  there  was  not  enough  to  fill  the 
cask,  so  we  suggested  to  Iavis  that  the 
people  should  bring  a few  curios  to  fill  it 
up.  In  a few  minutes  we  had  enough 
native  dresses,  baskets,  mats,  ornaments, 
etc.,  to  fill  nearly  two  casks.  We  were 
greatly  pleased  to  see  how  willing  the  peo- 
ple were.  The  curios  are  to  be  sold  along 
wijch  the  arrowroot  toward  paying  for  the 
printing  of  translations. 

The  next  day  Naupum  presented  Lomai 
with  a fine  little  son,  and  a few  days  after 
Yehikenan  presented  Iavis  with  a beauti- 
ful little  daughter.  Lomai  has  called  his 
boy  Ion,  and  Iavis  has  named  his  daughter 
Rebecca.  The  two  elders  stood  side  by 
side  in  church  and  offered  their  children 
to  the  Lord  in  baptism.  Tausi  and  Nilua 
have  also  become  the  proud  fathers  of 
little  daughters. 

Two  days  after  the  steamer  left  Mrs. 
Paton  and  I started  for  White  Sands  with 
a party  of  nine  volunteers  to  help  in  build- 
ing Mr.  Macmillan’s  new  station.  We 
rode  for  the  first  four  miles  and  then 
tramped  for  seven  hours.  As  we  had  to 
carry  our  tents  and  some  baggage  with 
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us,  we  were  pretty  tired  when  we  reached 
White  Sands,  but  a warm  welcome  made 
up  for  it  all.  We  had  a nice  time  to  get 
our  two  tents  up  before  dark.  It  was  a 
most  picturesque  camp.  The  dining  room 
was  built  of  corrugated  iron,  and  the  chief 
corner  post  was  a cocoanut  tree.  When 
the  wind  blew  the  tree  swayed,  and  with  it 
the  whole  house.  Between  the  swaying  of 
the  walls  and  the  slant  of  the  floor,  we 
often  felt  as  if  we  were  on  board  a ship 
heeling  over  to  the  wind.  Our  tent  was 
also  on  the  hillside  in  among  bana  trees, 
and  we  had  to  haul  ourselves  up  to  the 
head  of  our  stretchers  every  time  we  woke, 
for  we  slid  down  in  our  sleep  owing  to  the 
slope  of  the  floor.  Our  second  tent  and 
a boat  turned  upside  down  made  capital 
houses  for  our  natives,  while  a hot  vol- 
canic spring  supplied  us  with  water. 

Here  we  spent  a very  happy  fortnight, 
building  from  morning  to  night  on  week 
days,  and  spending  both  Sabbaths  at  Port 
Resolution  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillies.  We 
were  specially  glad  to  see  our  old  friends 
Iau  and  Iesua  and  Kahwa  at  the  Port. 
We  had  intended  to  stay  only  a week,  but 
as  we  found  that  we  could  be  of  some  use, 
and  as  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mackenzie  were  kind- 
ly taking  charge  at  Lenakel,  we  decided 
to  stay  another  week.  We  sent  back  our 
natives  with  a message  to  Lomai  to  call  for 
volunteers  and  cut  a horse  track  right 
through  from  Lenakel  to  White  Sands. 
The  people  responded  nobly,  and  just  after 
dark  on  Monday  evening  Lomai  and 
Tausi  arrived  with  the  horses  and  thirty- 
eight  natives  from  Lenakel.  They  had 
started  at  daylight  and  had  cut  a good 
road.  Lomai  and  nineteen  others  returned 
to  Lenakel  next  day  to  complete  the  road, 
and  the  other  twenty  stayed  on  to  give  a 
few  days’  help  at  White  Sands.  The  na- 
tives worked  well,  and  they  did  it  all  for 
nothing.  We  were  quite  sorry  when  the 
fortnight  was  up,  and  would  gladly  have 


stayed  longer,  but  we  were  needed  at  Lena- 
kel.  We  had  a lovely  ride  back  along  the 
newly  made  horse  track.  It  was  a great 
improvement  on  tramping.  Not  long  after 
leaving  White  Sands  we  saw  some  leaves 
on  the  side  of  the  track.  They  were  signals 
to  their  allies  that  an  attacking  party  had 
gone  inland  that  morning.  It  saddened 
our  hearts  to  think  of  these  poor  Tannese 
shooting  one  another  down  and  all  because 
they  believe  in  that  wretched  Netik,  or  the 
power  of  killing  by  sorcery. 

About  half  way  home  we  met  some  peo- 
ple who  had  been  waiting  there  since  day- 
light to  see  the  horses  pass,  or  the  “big 
nannies,’’  as  one  old  man  called  them. 
Their  excitement  was  tremendous,  and 
they  begged  that  we  would  make  the  horses 
run  round  an  open  space  while  they  looked 
on  from  trees  and  other  points  of  vantage. 
Great  was  the  yelling  when  my  wife  and 
I cantered  round  the  village  public 
ground,  and  one  youngster  was  so  excited 
that  he  fell  off  a tree  onto  his  head.  But 
he  got  up  unhurt  and  lost  no  time  in 
getting  up  the  tree  again. 

We  arrived  at  Lenakel  quite  fresh  and 
found  everything  in  flourishing  order. 
There  was  one  thing,  however,  that  sad- 
dened us — we  heard  that  war  had  broken 
out  in  one  of  our  southern  districts. 
Kaukare  and  Siaka,  two  fighting  chiefs 
who  have  lately  been  very  friendly  to  the 
worship,  were  filling  bags  with  copra  on 
the  beach.  After  a while  Kaukare  went 
home,  leaving  Siaka  to  finish  the  job.  All 
unknown  to  them,  some  natives  from  an- 
other tribe  had  been  watching  them  from 
the  bush.  One  of  these  now  came  forward 
and  chatted  away  to  Siaka  as  if  he  were  his 
greatest  friend.  Suddenly  a rifle  shot 
rang  out  and  Siaka  fell  dead.  It  was  a 
treacherous  and  dastardly  deed,  and  was, 
of  course,  followed  by  fierce  war  between 
the  two  tribes.  Kaukare  and  his  party 
surrounded  the  village  of  their  enemies 
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and  were  just  preparing  to  rush  in  and 
fire  a volley  at  the  men  who  were  gathered 
in  the  village  square,  when  a poor  little 
girl  stumbled  upon  them  and  gave  the 
alarm.  She  paid  dearly  for  it,  for  the 
next  moment  she  fell,  pierced  with  three 
bullets.  Since  then  several  have  been 
wounded  in  the  fighting,  but  so  far  as  I 
know  no.  one  has  been  killed. 

The  heathen  are  in  such  an  unsettled 
state  just  now  that  but  for  the  influence  of 
the  -worshipping  people  the  whole  of  West 
Tanna  would  now  be  plunged  into  war. 
Only  last  week  Nausian  sent  word  from 
his  outstation  in  the  heart  of  Tanna  that 
his  people  were  threatened  from  north  and 
south.  I sent  word  to  Tapanua  to  gather 
his  worshippers  and  visit  the  northern 
tribe  on  Sabbath  morning  while  we  would 
visit  the  southern  tribe  at  the  same  time. 
The  result  of  our  pleading  and  prayer  was 
that  the  intended  attack  was  given  up,  and 
there  is  now  every  prospect  that  peace  will 
be  maintained. 

It  was  now  time  I visited  our  outstation 
at  Lopilpil,  but  I had  to  make  four  at- 
tempts before  I managed  to  get  there.  The 
first  day  we  got  the  boat  launched  and  then 
found  that  the  sea  was  far  too  high  to 
venture  out.  The  second  day  my  fever 
was  so  bad  that  I could  not  go,  and  the 
teachers  went  without  me.  The  third  day 
we  got  out  all  right  and  then  had  to  put 
back  to  Lenakel  for  repairs,  as  the  boat 
sprung  aleak  and  was  filling  faster  than  we 
could  bail  out.  The  next  morning  I made 
my  fourth  attempt,  and  this  time  all  went 
well,  and  we  reached  Lopilpil  without  ad- 
venture of  any  kind.  We  found  Kawa 
getting  on  well.  Almost  all  the  people  in 
the  district  are  now  attending  services,  and 
the  work  is  full  of  encouragement.  The 
remnant  of  the  heathen  had  become  so 
alarmed  that  they  seized  some  of  the 
worshippers  and  carried  them  back  to  the 
heathen  village  to  make  them  give  up  the 


worship.  But  they  all  bolted  in  the  night 
and  rejoined  the  worshipping  party.  We 
had  a service  with  about  sixty  people,  and 
then  had  a hard  pull  back  to  Lenakel. 

One  day  Nausian  came  to  me  in  great 
sorrow.  He  had  left  his  wife  in  his  old 
village  when  he  went  inland  to  teach,  be- 
cause she  said  her  foot  was  too  sore  to 
walk  so  far.  Nausian’s  relatives  are  bit- 
ter heathen,  and  they  have  been  doing 
everything  they  could  think  of  to  make 
Nausian  go  back  to  heathenism.  Before 
he  became  a Christian,  Nausian  was  a 
very  violent  man,  and  we  once  had  great 
difficulty  in  keeping  him  from  shooting 
his  wife  on.  a false  charge  of  evil  conduct. 
Remembering  this,  the  cunning  heathen 
began  to  tamper  with  his  wife,  and  his 
own  half-brother  won  her  over  to  promise 
to  run  away  with  him.  Nausian  heard  of 
this  in  time,  and  came  to  Lenakel  to  ask 
our  prayers  and  help.  Two  years  ago 
Nausian  would  have  settled  the  matter 
himself  by  putting  a bullet  through  his 
wife,  and  this  was  what  the  wily  heathen 
expected  him  to  do  now,  but  they  little 
knew  the  power  of  the  gospel  to  change  the 
heart  even  of  the  wildest.  We  met  for 
prayer  in  the  church,  and  then  the 
teachers,  elders  and  I went  up  to  the  vil- 
lage. The  heathen  bolted,  but  we  had  a 
long  talk  with  Nausian’s  wife,  who  finally 
became  penitent  and  came  back  to  live 
with  us  at  the  Mission  station  until  her 
foot  is  well  enough  to  enable  her  to  go 
with  Nausian  to  his  outstation.  Nausian 
returned  to  his  post  in  great  joy.  But 
his  troubles  were  not  over  yet.  The 
heathen  having  failed  to  move  him 
through  his  wife,  now  kidnapped  one  of 
his  adopted  children  in  order  to  bring  him 
up  a heathen.  Nausian  again  came  to 
Lenakel  and  asked  us  to  pray  for  him 
while  he  hunted  for  his  boy.  He  found 
him  and  brought  him  to  Lenakel  to  live 
under  our  care.  Then  he  went  back  to  his 
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village  to  see  Tavo,  his  half-brother.  Tavo 
was  in  a great  fury,  and  got  his  gun  to 
shoot  Nausian.  But  our  brave  teacher 
calmly  faced  his  would-be  murderer  and 
said,  “If  you  shoot  me,  Tavo,  you  will  do 
yourself  far  greater  harm  than  you  can 
do  to  me.  You  can  only  hurt  my  body,  but 
you  will  hurt  your  own  soul.”  Tavo  trem- 
bled all  over  and  then  lowered  his  gun. 
Nausian  now  came  back  to  Lenakel  and 
told  me  what  had  happened,  and  we 
prayed  together  over  it  in  the  study.  I 
then  advised  him  to  wait  till  next  day  and 
we  would  have  a united  prayer  meeting  in 
church  in  the  evening.  Nausian  agreed 
to  this,  and  I did  not  see  him  again  till  the 
evening,  when  he  came  late  to  the  prayer 
meeting.  I found  out  after  the  meeting 
that  the  brave  fellow  had  gone  straight 
from  the  study  to  the  village  of  his  would- 
be  murderers  and  gathered  them  together 
for  prayer.  And  they  listened  quietly, 
feeling,  no  doubt,  that  the  worship  which 
could  so  change  and  strengthen  a man 
was  too  strong  for  them.  The  next  day 
Nausian  returned  to  his  station  in  the 
heart  of  Tanna,  full  of  faith  and  joy. 
That  man  has  grown  immeasurably  in  the 
last  two  years.  He  is  the  stuff  out  of 
which  God’s  heroes  are  made. 

On  the  9th  of  October  the  steamer  came 
in  unexpectedly  two  days  early.  Mr. 
Michelsen  and  Dr.  Gunn  were  among  the 
passengers,  and  we  had  a very  pleasant 
evening  together  while  the  steamer  was 
taking  off  the  copra.  When  the  steamer 
left  we  were  very  sorry  to  say  good-bye  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mackenzie  and  Mr.  Forlong, 
who  went  on  with  her  to  Malekula  to  do 
mission  work  among  the  heathen  there. 
We  were  also  sorry  to  lose  Lewi,  Iakar’s 
widow,  who  returned  to  her  native  island 
of  Tongoa. 

By  the  steamer  came  the  long  expected 
copies  of  the  Gospel  according  to  Mat- 
thew. I was  much  annoyed  to  find  that 


the  box  had  been  on  board  for  two  months 
and  had  been  carried  past  twice  owing  to 
the  carelessness  of  those  on  board.  The 
natives  hailed  the  books  with  delight,  and 
we  opened  the  box  on  the  beach  and  looked 
into  the  books  by  the  light  of  a lantern. 
The  print  is  beautiful,  and  the  books  are 
well  bound.  Our  people  owe  a debt  of 
gratitude  to  my  old  minister,  the  Rev.  F. 
R.  M.  Wilson,  who  so  kindly  accurately 
revised  the  proofs.  We  also  received  two 
small  boxes  of  native  clothing,  but  as  there 
was  nothing  to  show  from  whom  they 
came,  we  can  only  thank  our  unknown 
friends  through  these  notes. 

A week  later  Mrs.  Paton  and  I rode  to 
Lokavit.  We  found  Mala  and  Romana 
well,  and  in  great  spirits  because  a new 
tribe  had  just  joined  the  worship.  We 
were  overjoyed  at  the  good  news.  The 
old'  chief  came  along  as  soon  as  he  heard 
that  we  had  come,  and  we  had  a talk  and 
a service.  The  old  man  said,  “Misi,  long 
ago  you  came  over  the  mountains  and  told 
me  to  give  up  fighting  and  take  the 
worship.  I wanted  to  take  your  word,  but 
the  tribes  around  me  kept  me  back.  Then 
you  came  to  me  from  the  sea  and  planted 
the  worship  here  and  left  Mala  to  teach 
us.  I have  now  taken  the  worship  which 
you  first  brought  from  over  the  mountains 
and  then  from  the  sea.  The  worship  is 
now  strong  and  it  will  soon  fill  the  whole 
land.”  Mala  has  now  about  seventy  peo- 
ple attending  his  services.  He  is  a faith- 
ful and  able  man,  and  we  have  great  cause 
to  thank  God  for  blessing  his  work  so 
abundantly. 

Our  school  at  Lenakel  is  growing,  too, 
and  we  have  now  153  on  the  roll.  Mrs. 
Paton  has  been  fighting  a great  battle  to 
get  them  into  more  cleanly  habits,  for  the 
native  is  by  nature  indescribably  dirty. 
We  make  them  wash  their  hands  and  faces 
every  morning  now,  and  when  the  6 o’clock 
conch-shell  blows  the  natives  troop  down 
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to  the  beach  from  all  directions  to  duck 
their  heads  under  water  and  wash  their 
hands.  The  result  is  almost  incredible, 
not  only  to  our  eyes,  but  also  to  our  noses. 
We  also  try  hard  to  get  them  to  wash 
their  clothes  at  regular  intervals.  They 
much  prefer  to  wear  one  garment  night 
and  day  till  it  falls  off  of  its  own  accord. 
We  have  not  reached  perfection  in  the 
matter  of  cleanliness  yet,  but  we  have  at 
least  made  a beginning. 

The  health  of  the  station  has  been  fairly 
good,  except  in  my  own  case.  I have  had 
a great  deal  of  low  fever,  and  have  been  so 
far  unable  to  shake  it  off.  But  I am  glad 
to  say  my  wife  is  much  better  than  she  has 
been  for  some  time. 

Frank  H.  L.  Paton. 

WORK  AMONG  THE  FREEDMEN. 

The  mission  at  Selma  is  the  last,  the 
successful,  effort  of  our  Church  to  engage 
actively  in  mission  work  among  the  freed- 
men  in  the  South.  A brief  account  of  the 
earlier  operations,  the  successes  and  fail- 
ures, is  necessary  that  we  may  understand 
what  of  sacrifice  and  effort  it  represents. 

The  emancipation  proclamation  was  is- 
sued by  President  Lincoln  on  the  22d  of 
September,  1862,  to  go  into  effect  Jan. 
1,  1863.  Previous  to  this  large  numbers 
of  blacks  had  fled  to  cities  and  towns  in 
the  South  occupied  by  our  armies.  Their 
condition,  morally  and  physically,  was 
most  pitiable.  To  the  authorities  it  be- 
came a very  serious  question  as  to  the  dis- 
position to  make  of  them. 

In  December,  1861,  “the  case  of  the 
freed  people  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  and 
neighborhood  was  brought  before  the  no- 
tice of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions, 
located  in  Philadelphia.  Prompt  action 
wtls  taken.  Rev.  N.  R.  Johnston,  pastor 
of  Topsham  Congregation,  was  appointed 
to  go  South  and  remain  two  or  three 
months  “to  look  after  the  temporal  and 


spiritual  interests  of  these  refugee  slaves,” 
and  report.  An  appeal  for  the  funds 
necessary  to  meet  the  expense  was  issued. 
This  is  the  beginning  of  our  work  among 
the  freedmen. 

Previous  to  the  selection  of  Selma,  there 
were  three  localities  in  the  South  where 
efforts  were  made  to  establish  missions,  in 
each  of  which  for  a time  the  prospects  of 
success  were  encouraging,  but  all  of  which 
were  ultimately  abandoned — Fernandina, 
Fla. ; Natchez,  Miss.,  and  Washington, 
D.  C. 

Fernandina. — When  Rev.  N.  R.  John- 
ston went  South  he  spent  the  greater  part 
of  his  time  at  Beaufort,  S.  C.  His  letters 
published  in  the  magazines  were  eagerly 
read,  and  did  much  to  awaken  a deep  in- 
terest throughout  the  Church  on  behalf  of 
the  greatly  degraded  and  shamefully  neg- 
lected refugees.  In  its  report,  the  Board 
brought  their  condition  and  needs  to  the 
attention  of  Synod,  and,  afterward,  in 
accordance  with  its  instructions,  appointed 
two  missionaries,  Rev.  Joshua  Kennedy 
and  Mr.  R.  Shields,  “to  go  to  the  freed- 
men of  the  South.”  Instructions  as  to  the 
best  method  of  carrying  on  the  work  were 
prepared  by  it  and  published.  The  mis- 
sionaries commenced  operations  in  Oc- 
tober, 1862,  at  Hilton  Head,  S.  C.,  but  at 
the  suggestion  of  General  Saxton  soon 
after  located  at  Fernandina,  Fla.  They 
were  kindly  received  by  the  authorities  and 
gladly  welcomed  by  the  colored  people. 
“Thus  far  our  most  sanguine  expectations 
have  been  more  than  realized,”  is  the 
language  in  the  report  of  the  Board  to  the 
Synod  of  1863,  “as  regards  the  desire  of 
the  colored  people  to  enjoy  the  teaching  of 
our  missionaries,  and  also  as  to  the  friend- 
liness of  many  of  the  officials.”  “As  early 
as  Dec.  1 Mr.  Kennedy  had  one  hundred 
and  sixty  in  his  night  school,  and  Mr. 
Shields  had  a day  school  numbering  a hun- 
dred and  thirty.” 
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The  Board  resolved  to  enlarge  its  oper- 
ations and  appointed  Rev.  T.  M.  Elder  to 
commence  work  at  St.  Augustine,  Fla. 
When  “he  was  on  the  point  of  leaving,  a 
press  of  Government  transportation  ex- 
cluded all  others  for  the  time,”  so  that  he 
was  prevented  from  going. 

The  labors  of  Mr.  Shields  were  tem- 
porarily suspended  on  account  of  an  order 
respecting  the  oath.  This  in  the  end 
proved  an  advantage,  as  a permanent  ar- 
rangement was  soon  made  by  which  our 
missionaries  were  secured  from  further  an- 
noyance. 

On  account  of  sickness  Mr.  Shields  was 
obliged  to  return  North  in  the  summer 
of  1863.  Mr.  Kennedy  carried  on  the 
work  alone,  and  with  much  success.  The 
schools  were  largely  attended.  Three 
colored  persons  assisted.  Preaching  ser- 
vices were  held  regularly.  The  prospects 
for  establishing  a permanent  mission  were 
quite  encouraging,  when  in  April,  1864, 
smallpox  made  its  appearance,  and  the 
schools  were  closed  by  the  Government, 
never  again  to  be  opened  by  us.  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy, who  had  been  away  from  home  for 
nearly  two  years,  except  during  an  interval 
of  about  four  months,  when  Mr.  Elder  took 
his  place  a part  of  the  time,  declined  a re- 
appointment, as  he  was  not  permitted  by 
the  Government  to  take  his  family  with 
him.  The  Board  endeavored  “to  obtain  a 
suitable  person  to  take  charge  of  the  field,” 
but  failed,  and  so  in  April,  1864,  it  was 
regretfully  but  permanently  abandoned. 

Natchez. — At  the  Synod  of  1863 
“eleven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  were 
offered  by  Illinois  Presbytery,  and  part  of 
it  paid,  to  be  expended  in  work  among  the 
freedmen,  with  special  reference  to  the 
field  along  the  Mississippi  River.”  The 
offer  was  accepted,  and  Rev.  James  Wal- 
lace and  Mr.  Baylis  were  chosen  mission- 
aries. A Board  of  Domestic  Missions  in 
the  West  was  appointed,  consisting  of  J. 


Wallace  (afterward  chosen  a missionary 
and  D.  S.  Faris  substituted  in  his  place), 
A.  C.  Todd,  J.  McCracken,  T.  Donnelly 
and  J.  Moffett,  Treasurer. 

The  missionaries  chosen  by  Synod  were 
sent  by  this  Board  “to  explore  the  south- 
west mission  field”  in  November,  1863. 
Mr.  Shields  located  at  Little  Rock,  Ark., 
where  he  remained  the  greater  part  of  the 
winter,  and  subsequently  at  Duvall’s  Bluff, 
in  the  same  State.  On  account  of  im- 
paired health  he  was  obliged  to  return  in 
the  spring  of  1864  North.  Mr.  Wallace 
selected  Natchez,  Miss.,  as  the  most 
promising  field  for  a mission.  Work  was 
commenced  by  him  at  once.  He  was  re- 
inforced in  February  by  Mr.  J.  C.  K. 
Faris  and  Misses  M.  Sterrett  and  E.  Mor- 
rison; in  April  by  Mr.  R.  A.  McGee,  and 
in  May  by  Misses  R.  B.  and  S.  J.  Speer 
and  J.  H.  Halliday.  In  addition  to  these, 
Miss  Brown  was  temporarily  employed. 

At  the  meeting  of  Synod  in  1864,  the 
Central  Board  of  Missions,  consisting  of 
three  ministers  and  five  ruling  elders,  was 
appointed.  To  it  the  “whole  field  of  home 
missions  was  committed,  except  the  sta- 
tions cultivated  by  the  different  Presby- 
teries.” This  did  away  with  the  Eastern 
and  Western  Home  Mission  Boards. 

The  prospects  at  Natchez  were  at  this 
time  quite  encouraging.  The  mission  force 
consisted  of  J.  C.  K.  Faris,  D.  C.  and  I. 
Faris,  Misses  E.  Morrison,  M.  Sterrett, 
S.  J.  and  R.  B.  Speer,  J.  Halliday,  E.  Mc- 
Knight  and  M.  J.  Jamison.  Believing 
that  an  ordained  minister  should  be  in 
charge,  the  Board  requested  Illinois  Pres- 
bytery to  ordain  Licentiate  J.  C.  K.  Faris. 
Synod  left  this  entirely  to  the  judgment 
of  the  Presbytery,  which  declined  to  com- 
ply with  the  request. 

In  June,  1865,  Rev.  J.  M.  Johnston, 
pastor  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Congregation, 
was  appointed  superintendent  in  place  of 
Mr.  Faris,  resigned.  Until  his  arrival  Mr. 
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D.  C.  Faris  had  charge.  Assisted  by  Mr. 
Isaiah  Faris  and  the  Misses  Halliday  and 
Jamison,  he  continued  the  work  during 
the  summer  vacation,  when  such  opera- 
tions were  usually  suspended.  Mr.  John- 
ston took  charge  in  September.  “Govern- 
ment buildings  were  used  both  as  schools 
and  for  boarding  the  teachers.”  In  De- 
cember of  this  year  these  were  restored  to 
their  original  owners.  This  necessitated 
a removal.  Mr.  Johnston  at  once  “se- 
cured a lot,  at  the  rental  of  $100  a year, 
borrowed  the  money  needed  to  erect  a 
building,  and  had  the  schools  again  in 
operation  in  an  incredibly  short  time.” 
The  outlay,  including  one  year’s  rent  for 
the  lot,  was  $800,  which  “was  all  paid  by 
moneys  received  for  tuition  from  the  vari- 
ous schools,  except  $100  received  from  the 
North.” 

The  attendance  at  this  time  was  about 
500.  There  was  an  urgent  call  for  more 
teachers.  Mr.  Johnston  asked  for  three 
additional.  He  intended  to  move  his 
family  South  that  he  might  engage  in  the 
work  without  interruption.  With  a single 
exception  everything  appeared  encourag- 
ing. 

The  exception,  however,  was  a most  im- 
portant one,  and  necessitated  the  speedy 
abandonment  of  the  field.  The  Church 
did  not  support  the  work  with  sufficient 
liberality  to  justify  the  Board  carrying  on 
its  operations  on  the  scale  it  was  doing, 
much  less  enlarging  them.  Something 
must  be  done,  and  done  soon.  At  a meet- 
ing held  on  the  9th  of  October  it  was  re- 
solved that  as  “there  are  not  funds  on 
hand  sufficient  to  sustain  two  missions,  and 
as  there  is  no  probability  of  a congregation 
being  established  at  Natchez,  the  mission 
be  discontinued  at  present  and  Mr.  John- 
ston appointed  to  sell  the  mission  property 
and  settle  all  claims.”  This  was  done,  and 
in  October,  1866,  Natchez  was  regretfully 
but  permanently  abandoned  as  a mission 


field  for  lack  of  funds,  just  as  about  two 
years  and  a half  before  Fernandina  had 
been  because  of  inability  to  obtain  a suit- 
able person  to  take  charge. 

Washington,  D.  C.— In  September, 
1863,  Rev.  Jas.  Wallace,  by  appointment 
of  the  Western  Board,  and  Mr.  R.  Shields, 
by  appointment  of  the  Eastern,  com- 
menced work  among  the  freedmen  in 
Washington.  “Satisfied  that  there  was  not 
any  good  field  there  for  the  establishment 
of  a large  mission,  they  soon  returned 
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home  for  the  purpose  of  exploring 
the  southwestern  mission  field.” 

In  February,  1864,  the  Eastern  Board 
appointed  Rev.  A.  M.  Milligan  “to  visit 
Washington  and  the  contraband  camps  in 
the  neighborhood,  and  if  the  way  was  open 
to  organize  a mission.”  Rev.  J.  S.  T. 
Milligan,  who  was  at  that  time  in  the  city, 
was  asked  “to  aid  in  the  exploration  of  a 
field.”  They  reported  that  “after  a patient 
and  thorough  inspection  of  the  ground” 
they  “recommend  the  commencement  of 
operations  among  the  freedmen,”  and 
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offered  to  remain  for  a time  to  assist  in 
the  work.  The  offer  was  accepted  and  ar- 
rangements made  for  starting  the  mission 
at  an  early  day.  A lot  was  purchased  for 
$2,243.77,  upon  which  “had  been  erected 
sixteen  tenements  and  a building  32  by  64 
feet  for  church  and  school  purposes.”  Mr. 
Baylis  was  placed  in  charge  and  was  as- 
sisted by  Mr.  D.  0.  Brown  and  Mrs.  Jas. 
Gray.  In  its  report  to  Synod  for  that  year 
the  Board  states  that  “there  were  in  at- 
tendance 180  scholars,  and  there  is  preach- 
ing twice  on  the  Sabbath,  beside  instruc- 
tion in  the  Sabbath  school  and  Bible 
class.” 

The  mission  thus  auspiciously  com- 
menced continued  in  operation,  and  near- 
ly all  the  time  with  bright  prospects,  until 
January,  1870,  when,  owing  to  various 
causes,  it  was  closed  and  the  field,  as  had 
been  the  case  with  Fernandina  nearly 
six  years  before,  and  Natchez,  more  than 
four  years  before,  was  regretfully  but  per- . 
manently  abandoned. 

There  were  employed  as  superintendents 
during  its  existence  Mr.  Baylis  and  Revs. 
T.  M.  Elder,  J.  M.  Armour  and  J.  M. 
Johnston,  the  last  from  October,  1866,  un- 
til the  close  of  the  mission,  and  as  assist- 
ants, Mr.  D.  0.  Brown,  Mr.  J.  F.  Quarles, 
Mrs.  Gray  and  the  Misses  M.  B.  Floyd,  C. 
S.  Clough,  M.  J.  Divoll,  S.  E.  Morse,  Dun- 
can, H.  M.  Johnston,  E.  A.  Jamison, 
Jeannie  Smith  and  K.  E.  Trumbull.  Mr. 
Hutcheson,  of  Washington,  also  took  a 
deep  interest  in  the  work. 

At  one  time  it  was  thought  a congrega- 
tion of  our  people  might  be  organized. 
There  were  fifteen  resident  members  and 
ten  colored  persons  desirous  of  uniting 
with  us.  The  Board  requested  Philadel- 
phia Presbytery  to  organize  if  the  way 
was  clear.  The  Presbytery  deemed  it  bet- 
ter not,  but  signified  its  willingness  to  ap- 
point a commission  which,  with  Mr.  John- 
ston, would  dispense  sealing  ordinances. 


In  addition  to  the  purchase  of  property 
when  the  mission  was  started,  a second 
purchase  was  made  in  November,  1865, 
and  a building  erected  for  “the  accom- 
modation of  those  employed  at  Washing- 
ton” at  a total  cost  of  $2,446.14.  The  pur- 
chase of  a chapel  was  also  seriously  con- 
templated. As  late  as  Oct.  18,  1869,  Mr. 
Johnston,  at  his  own  request,  was  author- 
ized to  canvass  the  Church  to  raise  the 
$2,000  needed  for  this  purpose.  Nothing, 
however,  was  done.  It  is  perhaps  as  well. 
The  investments  that  had  been  made  did 
not  turn  out  as  was  expected.  The  prop- 
erty first  purchased  was  sold  in  1868  for 
$500,  $230  of  which  was  cash,  and  the 
other  in  1871  for  $1,000. 

One  reason  why  this  mission  had  to  be 
abandoned  was  on  account  of  scarcity  of 
funds.  The  Church  did  not  support  it  as 
it  should  have  done.  Items  like  the  fol- 
lowing are  foond  occasionally  in  the  min- 
utes: July  15,  1867,  “The  secretary  was 
directed  to  make  a final  appeal  to  the 
Church  to  sustain  the  Freedmen’s  Mis- 
sion.” Feb.  15,  1869,  “The  chairman  was 
instructed  to  publish  in  the  next  issue  of 
the  magazine  a notice  to  the  effect  that  un- 
less there  has  been  received  by  the  first  of 
April  sufficient  money  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  the  mission  at  Washington,  the  Board 
would  dispose  of  the  property  and  dis- 
continue the  mission.”  March  22,  1869, 
“The  treasurer  was  directed  to  remit  to 
Washington  a pro  rata  share  of  the  funds 
on  hand  in  part  payment  of  their  salaries.” 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  assistance  the 
Government  gave  in  the  matter  of  trans- 
portation, furnishing  rations,  etc.,  and  the 
contributions  secured  from  our  brethren 
abroad  by  Mr.  McCartney  and  Drs.  Wylie 
and  Milligan,  the  work  would  have  ceased 
sooner  than  it  did.  The  Church  was  now 
without  a mission  among  the  freedmen. 
Her  efforts  to  establish  one  had  signally 
failed.  J.  W.  Sprouix. 
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JEWISH  MISSION  WORK  IN  THIS 
COUNTRY. 

Many  benevolent  persons  refuse  to 
identify  themselves  with  foreign  mission 
work,  because  they  assert  that  they  have 
labored  and  prayed  for  years  for  foreign 
missions  without  any  apparent  results. 

The  persecutions  which  foreign  mis- 
sionaries and  their  co-laborers  have  been 
subjected  to  in  heathen  countries  is  an- 
other reason  why  so  many  kind-hearted 
people  claim  that  God’s  time  has  not  come 
yet  to  convert  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

The  heathen  convert  who  happens  to 
find  himself  in  a nominal  Christian  coun- 
try, to  be  sure,  patterns  faster  after 
the  lax  and  professional  church  member 
than  after  the  truly  God-fearing  man. 
And  hence,  not  a few  friends  of  foreign 
missions  have  lost  their  zeal  and  confi- 
dence in  this  work.  The  traveler,  too,  in 
foreign  countries,  whose  friendship  to  any 
mission  work  had  never  been  great,  often 
returns  home  with  an  evil  and  gloomy 
report  concerning  the  sacrifices  which  the 
supporters  and  missionaries  make.  But 
every  true  friend  of  missions  will  at  once 
reply  to  these  objections  and  objectors 
that  we  are  laboring  to  evangelize  the 
heathen  world,  because  God  says  in  His 
Word,  "They  shall  come  and  declare  His 
righteousness  unto  a people  that  shall  be 
born.”  The  identical  reasons  and  objec- 
tions that  are  being  brought  against  mis- 
sion work  amongst  the  heathens  by  many 
nominal  Christians  and  professed  Church 
members  are  but  too  often  brought  against 
Jewish  mission  work  by  many  true  mem- 
bers of  the  various  denominations. 

The  greatest  difficulty  in  securing 
means,  prayers  and  interest  in  general  in 
Hebrew  mission  work  in  this  country  is 
"That  the  time  has  not  comeyetforthe  Jew 
to  be  converted,”  "and  that  God  will  do 
it  Himself  when  the  time  will  come.”  But 
where  in  the  whole  Bible  do  we  find  that 


rve  should  not  labor  for  Israel’s  conver- 
sion until  some  specific  time  ? Where  does 
God  say  that  He  will  do  it  Himself — 
namely,  bring  to  pass  Israel’s  conversion 
without  the  assistance  of  His  Church? 

The  mighty  wonders  and  miracles  which 
God  had  in  all  ages  wrought  for  Israel 
and  the  children  of  men.  He  executed 
through  His  servants  and  people.  He 
delivered  Israel  from  Egypt  through 
Moses.  He  defeated  the  Assyrian  army 
because  Hezekiah  obeyed  God’s  prophet, 
and  would  neither  pay  tribute  nor  do 
homage  to  Sennacherib.  God  established 
His  Church  through  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel  by  the  apostles.  The  same  is  true 
of  Jewish  mission  work.  God  commands 
us  to  work  at  all  times  for  the  salvation 
of  Israel.  The  New  Testament  says, 
“First  to  the  Jew  and  also  to  the  Gen- 
tile.” For  many  unuttered  and  unprinted 
reasons,  the  Christian  in  general  is  op- 
posed to  Jewish  mission  work.  Let,  how- 
ever, the  Israelite  be  ever  so  bad  or  good, 
he  needs  the  salvation  of  Jesus  of 
Nazareth.  He  needs  his  heart  to  be  re- 
generated. 

And  this  can  only  be  accomplished  by 
the  preaching  of  the  gospel,  by  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  Word  of  God.  In  short, 
by  becoming  a true  friend  of  Israel.  And 
we  should  have  no  other  motive  or  reason 
for  spreading  the  gospel  among  the  Israel- 
ites than  the  saving  of  souls.  We  should 
well  remember  the  words,  "For  if  the 
casting  away  of  them  be  the  reconciling 
of  the  world,  what  shall  the  receiving  of 
them  be  but  life  from  the  dead?” 

If  all  the  Jewish  missions  that  had  been 
closed  during  the  last  century  in  America 
had  been  opened  on  the  basis  of  the  above 
cited  verse,  they  would  not  only  exist  now, 
but  would  flourish  in  every  way.  God  says 
concerning  Israel  of  old,  that  just  as  the 
heavens  cannot  be  measured  and  the  foun- 
dations of  the  earth  searched  out,  so  will 
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He  not  cast  them  away.  Notwithstanding, 
God  adds,  “For  all  that  they  have  done,” 
and  again,  “The  God,  thy  God,  shall  put 
all  these  curses  upon  thine  enemies  and  on 
them  that  hate  thee,  which  persecuted 
thee.”  Hating  and  persecuting  do  not 
have  the  sole  significance,  as  the  nations 
of  the  earth  have  in  the  past  manifested 
their  hatred  and  persecution  to  the  Jew. 
But  if  we  close  our  hands  and  shut  our 
hearts  from  spreading  the  gospel  amongst 
Israel,  we  do  as  truly  hate  them  and  perse- 
cute them,  as  Egypt,  Assyria,  Rome  or 
Russia.  Paul  rejoiced  because  he  was  not 
guilty  of  the  blood  of  his  fellow-men.  Be- 
cause he  preached  to  Jew  and  Gentile.  Is 
this  true,  my  friend,  of  you?  Do  we  re- 
member the  Hebrew  in  our  prayers  and 
contributions  ? If  we  do  God  will  bless  us. 

Moses  Greenberg. 

“THE  ISRAEL  OF  THE  ALPS.” 

The  Past. — The  Vaudois  (Walden- 
sians)  of  the  Alps  are  primitive  Chris- 
tians, or  inheritors  of  the  primitive 
Church.  They  have  been  preserved  in 
these  valleys  from  the  alterations  intro- 
duced by  the  Church  of  Rome  into  the 
evangelical  worship.  It  is  not  they  that 
separated  from  Roman  Catholicism,  but 
Roman  Catholicism  which  separated  from 
them. 

This  primitive  Church,  existing  in  com- 
parative obscurity  in  the  Waldensian  val- 
leys, remained  in  its  isolation  through  the 
dark  ages,  free  and  without  tendency  to 
abandon  the  pure  simplicity  of  its  faith. 
The  first  combined  measure  taken  by  secu- 
lar authority  for  the  destruction  of  the 
Waldensians  was  in  the  year  1209.  From 
that  time  the  long  train  of  persecution 
which  these  people  had  to  undergo  was  un- 
interrupted through  all  successive 
centuries.  In  the  year  1680  alone,  3,000 
were  killed.  10,000  w'ere  imprisoned  and 
3,000  of  their  children  were  distributed  in 


Catholic  towns  and  villages.  At  times 
when  they  realized  that  they  could  not 
resist  the  forces  of  the  enemy,  twenty 
times  greater  than  their  own,  they  would 
abandon  their  poor  habitations,  place  their 
old  people  and  children  in  their  rustic 
carts,  with  domestic  utensils  and  such  pro- 
visions as  they  could  collect,  and  driving 
their  herds  before  them,  and  singing 
Psalms,  would  retire  to  the  rugged  slopes 
of  their  highest  peaks. 

They  endured  all  persecutions,  that  gen- 
erations to  come  might  enjoy,  as  they  did. 
“the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints.” 
Thus  was  the  primitive  Church  pre- 
served in  the  Alps  as  the  chain  by  which 
the  reformed  churches  are  linked  with  the 
first  disciples  of  our  Saviour.  In  vain  has 
popery  sought  a thousand  times  to  break 
that  chain.  It  has  resisted  every  shock ; 
empires  have  crumbled  away,  dynasties 
have  fallen,  but  this  chain  of  Scriptural 
testimony  has  not  been  broken,  for  its 
strength  came  not  from  men  but  from 
God. 

Let  us  listen  to  what  Milton  says  about 
the  Waldenses: 

"Avenge,  O Lord,  Thy  slaughtered  saints 
whose  bones 

Lie  scattered  on  the  Alpine  mountains  cold; 

E’en  them,  who  kept  Thy  truth  so  pure  of 
old, 

When  all  o.ur  fathers  worship’d  stocks  and 
stones, 

Forget  not;  in  Thy  book  record  their  groans, 

Who  were  Thy  sheep,  and  in  their  ancient 
fold 

Slain  by  the  bloody  Piedmontese,  that  roll’d 

Mother  with  infant  down  the  rocks.  Their 
moans 

The  vales  redoubled  to  the  hills,  and  they 

To  heaven.  Their  martyr’d  blood  and  ashes 
sow 

O’er  all  the  Italian  fields,  where  still  doth 
sway 

The  triple  tyrant;  that  from  these  may  grow 

An  hundred  fold.  who.  having  learnt  Thy 
way. 

Early  may  fly  the  Babylonian  woe.” 
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The  Present. — On  Feb.  17,  1848,  civil 
and  political  rights  were  at  last  granted 
to  the  Waldenses  by  King  Charles 
Albert  of  Savoy.  With  the  dawn  of  liberty 
these  descendants  of  martyrs,  impov- 
erished by  persecution,  but  animated  by 
the  spirit  of  their  ancient  motto,  “Lux 
Lucet  in  Tenebris,”  trusting  in  God  for 
help,  branched  out  through  the  length 
and  breadth  of  Italy  as  light-bearers 
amidst  the  great  darkness  of  their  land, 
where  they  have  to-day:  Ordained  pas- 

tors, 48;  evangelists,  8;  teacher  evangel- 
ists, 11;  teachers,  65;  colporteurs,  12; 
membership,  5,810;  regular  hearers, 
8,250;  occasional  hearers,  79,665  : Sabbath 
school  scholars,  4,083;  day  and  evening 
pupils,  3,387. 

These  figures  do  not  include  the  Mother 
Church,  in  the  valleys,  with  its  fifteen 
parishes,  and  those  of  Pinerolo  and 
Torino. 

In  1834  Lord  Shaftesbury  wrote : 

“I  love  the  Italian  people.  * * * 

Consider  their  genius  in  art,  in  science, 
in  trade,  in  literature,  in  politics — the  in- 
structors of  Europe.  Among  so  many  mil- 
lions cannot  virtue  and  genius  again  take 
root?  ‘The  Lord  will  hasten  it  in  its 
time.’  * * * If  it  pleased  God  to 

raise  Italy  from  the  dead,  what  a mass  of 
material  for  every  work  of  greatness !” 
Rev.  Dr.  Geo.  Alexander  says : 

“This  martyr  Church  is  girding  itself 
for  the  evangelization  of  Italy,  and  has  a 
peculiar  claim  upon  the  sympathy  and  aid 
of  the  Protestant  Churches  of  America.” 
Will  you  be  a co-worker  with  these 
“Light-bearers”  in  the  dark  places  of  love- 
ly benighted  Italy? 

One  dollar  will  make  you  a member  of 
the  Waldensian  Society,  in  aid  of  the 
evangelization  of  Italy;  $5  will  make  you 
an  honorary  member:  $25  will  keep  a 
teacher  evangelist  at  work  for  a month; 
$125  will  keep  all  the  130  workers  in  the 


Mission  one  day  while  they  are  feeding  the 
“multitudes”  with  the  bread  of  life. 

Contributors  for  the  support  of  the 
whole  field  for  one  day  are : Mrs.  W.  E. 
Dodge,  Rev.  Stuart  Dodge,  W.  E.  Dodge, 
Esq.,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Dodge,  Jr.,  Mrs.  E.  S. 
Shephard,  Mrs.  W.  J.  Schieffelin,  Mrs. 
Robert  Marshall,  Miss  Emily  Wheeler. 

Donations  will  be  received  by  Miss  E. 
0.  Butler,  78  Park  Avenue. 


The  foregoing  statement  was  handed 
Olive  Trees  by  Mrs.  Angelini,  of  Rome, 
who  is  in  this  country  pleading  for  the 
Waldensian  work  in  Italy. 


GOD’S  CARE  FOR  CHINA. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  facts  of  all 
history  is  God’s  sparing  China  so  long. 
Egypt,  with  her  ancient  and  analogous 
civilization,  belongs  to  the  dim  past.  As- 
syria, Babylon,  Greece,  Rome,  Macedon, 
old  India,  have  all  passed  away.  Only 
China  remains.  Of  that  ancient  forest 
one  tree  alone  stands,  though  it  has 
weathered  four  thousand  winters.  Human 
judgment  has  said  again  and  again:  “Cut 
it  down;  why  cumbereth  it  the  ground?” 
Divine  mercy  and  the  Divine  purpose 
have  said:  “Spare  it  a little  longer.” 

God  has  kept  China  from  entire  collapse. 
Morally,  China  is  rotten  to  the  core.  Dr. 
Arthur  Smith  has  said  of  the  various  re- 
ligions of  the  empire:  “A  result  of  the 
union  of  all  beliefs  is  the  debasement  of 
man’s  moral  nature  to  the  lowest  level 
found  in  any  of  the  creeds.”  And  that 
moral  corruption  has  been  finding  a lower 
and  lower  level.  It  might  have  been  sup- 
posed that  such  a rotten  structure  would 
have  collapsed  long  ago,  but  there  have 
been  some  beams  that  have  kept  the  old 
building  together.  The  reverence  for  su- 
periors, the  general  patience  and  peace- 
ableness and  industry  of  the  people,  the 
modesty  of  the  women,  these  and  other 
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admirable  qualities  of  the  Chinese  have 
kept  them  from  hopeless  moral  collapse. 
In  the  providence  of  God  the  Chinese  peo- 
ple have,  in  spite  of  untold  diseases  and 
dangers,  been  preserved  from  destruction. 
The  ravages  of  climate  and  the  utter  and 
universal  disregard  of  all  sanitary  laws 
might  be  thought  to  be  causes  sufficient 
to  decimate  the  population,  but  over 
against  these  destructive  causes  God  has 
set  a wonderful  physical  vitality.  Fam- 
ines have  slain  their  thousands  and  floods 
their  tens  of  thousands.  Dr.  Faber  says 
there  was  war  during  900  years  of  the 
Chow  dynasty,  during  which  millions  were 
slain.  It  is  estimated  that  the  Taiping 
rebellion  drained  the  life  blood  of  20,- 
000,000.  Six  millions  died  during  the 
great  famine  of  1877-78.  War,  pestilence 
and  famine  have  so  done  their  work  that 
it  would  be  hard  to  find  anywhere  in  his- 
tory such  a wholesale  periodic  destruction 
of  human  life.  Yet  the  population,  in- 
stead of  declining,  has  been  on  the  in- 
crease, and  we  are  face  to  face  to-day  with 
a population  of  no  less  than  400,000,000 
souls,  the  most  tremendous  responsibility 
ever  laid  upon  the  Church  of  God. 

God  has  kept  China  from  division  into 
separate  states.  While  the  Jews,  their 
contemporaries,  have  been  scattered  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth,  the  Chinese  have  held 
together.  Many  causes  might  have  seemed 
to  be  at  work  to  separate  them,  but  there 
have  been  the  cementing  forces  of  one 
great  sage,  one  written  language,  and  one 
paternal  government,  so  .that  the  rulers 
of  China  have  governed  more  people  for  a 
longer  time  than  any  other  succession  of 
kings,  emperors  or  presidents  in  the  whole 
history  of  the  world.  God  has  averted 
the  assimilation  of  China  with  other  na- 
tions. When  the  Most  High  divided  to 
the  nations  their  inheritance,  He  divided 
China  on  the  north  by  the  mountains  and 
on  the  east  by  the  trackless  sea;  and  for 


long  years  natural  environment  and 
human  prejudice  hemmed  her  in  and 
barred  outward  interference.  But  the 
tendencies  have  been  different  in  our  day. 
Within  sixty  years  China  has  had  three 
foreign  wars — and  counting  this  now  in 
progress,  four — and  has  lost  a part  of 
Manchuria  and  all  of  Korea,  Formosa, 
Burma,  Siam,  Tongking,  Hongkong, 
Kiaochow,  Weihaiwei,  an  average  of  more 
than  one  dependency  each  decade.  There 
has  been  abundant  talk  of  partitionment 
among  the  Powers.  Suppose  there  were. 
England  would  take  her  share  and  her 
rule  woiild  be  beneficent.  But  Russia 
would  have  a good  portion  of  the  north, 
and  France  a large  slice  of  the  south ; and 
Russia’s  intolerant  religious  rule  would 
be  a blight,  and  French  aid  to  Rome’s 
temporal  power  would  be  a backset  to 
Christian  missions.  But  China  has  been 
kept  a unit.  We  may  thank  God  for  that. 
Even  should  division  now  come,  such 
progress  has  been  made  that  it  would  be 
hard  to  set  the  dial  of  Protestant  mis- 
sions backward.  And  should  China  still 
remain — as  we  devoutly  hope  it  will — 
one  people,  we  cannot  believe  but  that  the 
present  upheaval  will  have  brought  a 
larger  measure  of  the  precious  boon  of 
religious  liberty.  God  has  given  to  China 
a unique  position  among  the  nations  of 
the  world.  Napoleon  said  of  China, 
“There  sleeps  a giant;  let  him  sleep.” 
But  we  have  seen  that  giant  awakening. 
And  when  he  does  awake  the  world  is 
going  to  know  it.  When  the  Chinese  be- 
gin in  great  numbers  to  turn  out  the  re- 
sults of  their  industry  and  imitative  skill 
there  will  be  a panic  in  the  markets  of  the 
world.  When  a great  army  learns  to  be 
soldiers,  as  a few  regiments  have  now,  they 
will  be  reckoned  as  a great  power.  And 
when  through  intercourse  with  other  na- 
tions the  moral  influence  of  this,  the 
greatest  branch  of  the  family  of  nations. 
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begins  to  be  felt,  that  influence  will  be 
immeasurable,  either  for  good  or  for  bad. 

God  has  kept  back  China  from  the  too 
rapid  progress  of  civilization  and  com- 
merce wdthout  Christianity.  We  know 
too  well  that  modern  civilization  carries 
with  it  not  only  enlightenment  and  prog- 
ress, but  also  vice  and  corruption;  and  a 
people  morally  weak  assimilate  the  bad 
more  rapidly  than  they  do  the  good.  Now 
it  has  been  thought,  by  even  those  who 
labored  and  hoped  for  the  highest  good  of 
China,  that  the  land  would  have  been 
opened  to  the  entrance  of  Western  civil- 
ization long  ago,  but  every  apparent  open- 
ing has  proved  a disappointment.  Com- 
merce reached  China  long  before  missions, 
but  now  the  tables  are  turned  and  mis- 
sionaries have  penetrated  where  commerce 
cannot  go.  Is  there  not  the  purpose  of 
God  in  it  that  the  missionary  may  lay 
those  true  substructures  of  truth  and 
righteousness  on  which  all  true  civiliza- 
tion rests?  Then,  again,  we  are  not  as 
J apan  or  India,  where  the  works  of  Hume 
and  Huxley  and  Paine  and  Ingersoll  con- 
tend the  ground  with  the  gospel.  Our 
problem  is  simpler,  for  we  meet  more  of 
apathy  than  of  intelligent  antipathy.  The 
Chinese  need  exposition  more  than  argu- 
ment, persuasion  more  than  polemics ; and 
when  they  do  accept  Christianity  they  ac- 
cept it  as  they  do  one  of  their  own  prov- 
erbs, something  beautiful  in  itself  that 
can  be  nothing  else  than  true.  And  that 
old  enemy  of  the  gospel — conservatism — 
becomes  its  ally  in  helping  to  link  the  peo- 
ple fast  to  the  new  faith. 

God  has  kept  China  from  the  sway  of 
corrupted  religions.  It  is  a profoundly 
impressive  fact  that  the  Christian  re- 
ligion has  existed  in  some  form  or  other 
in  China  for  eleven  centuries.  Nestorian- 
ism  entered  China  in  the  seventh  century 
and  lingered  until  the  thirteenth,  but  all 
that  is  left  of  Nestorianism  now  is  an  an- 


cient tablet.  In  the  thirteenth  century 
Komanism  appeared,  and  we  must  not  for- 
get that  at  that  time  the  Roman,  even  as 
the  corrupted  Jewish  Church  when  our 
Saviour  came,  held  the  true  oracles  of 
God.  This  Church  met  with  varying  suc- 
cess until  the  first  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  when  it  reached  a great  height 
of  power  and  influence.  High  dignitaries 
throughout  the  empire  were  numbered 
among  the  converts,  and  even  the  uncle  of 
the  Emperor  Kang  Hi  himself  was  bap- 
tized, and  space  within  the  imperial  palace 
grounds  was  granted  for  the  building  of  a 
church.  In  one  province  alone  there  were 
said  to  be  100  churches  and  100,000  con- 
verts. In  a visit  throughout  the  empire 
the  emperor  showed  marked  favor  to  the 
Jesuits  everywhere.  It  was  Rome’s  op- 
portunity. What  if  she  had  taken  it? 
What  if  the  blight  of  Romanism  had 
spread  over  the  land  as  it  has  over  South 
America,  over  Cuba  and  the  Philippines? 
But  political  ambition — from  which  may 
the  Protestant  Church  ever  be  delivered — 
arose,  and  Rome  lost  her  opportunity ; and 
now,  after  the  lapse  of  two  centuries  more, 
she  has  never  regained  what  was  lost  in 
the  reigns  of  Kang  Hi  and  Yung  Chin. 
What  is  the  Protestant  Church  going  to 
do  with  that  opportunity? — Rev.  P.  F. 
Price  in  The  Chinese  Recorder. 


How  often,  after  those  who  are  dear 
to  us  have  been  suddenly  called  into  the 
better  life,  we  recognize  that  a strange  ten- 
derness and  responsiveness  to  spirit  mo- 
tives characterized  them  in  the  days  or 
weeks  immediately  preceding  the  sum- 
mons! They  did  not  in  the  least  realize 
that  they  wrere  so  near  the  end,  but  God 
was  preparing  them  for  it.  — Watchman. 


We  can  never  check  what  is  evil  in  the 
young,  unless  we  cherish  what  is  good  in 
them. 
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— Any  one  wishing  to  discontinue  Olive 
Trees,  who  did  not  give  notice  at  the  close 
of  1900,  should  return  the  January  num- 
ber. The  names  of  so  many  new  sub- 
scribers are  coming  in  that  the  edition  for 
that  month  will  soon  be  exhausted,  and  we 
cannot  afford,  under  the  circumstances,  to 
give  away  even  one  number. 

— Special  attention  is  called  to  an  ar- 
ticle on  the  work  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church  among  the  freedmen,  which 
appears  in  this  issue,  and  will  be  followed 
by  another  contribution  on  the  Southern 
Mission.  It  is  from  the  pen  of  Rev.  J.  W. 
Sproull,  D.  D.,  of  Allegheny,  Pa.,  who  has 
done  and  is  doing  so  much  to  increase  the 
value  of  Olive  Trees.  His  monthly  state- 
ments as  to  the  financial  condition  and 
work  of  the  several  missions  under  the 
direction  of  the  Central  Board  are,  we 
know,  being  studied  in  some  quarters  with 
great  care,  and  are  likely  to  result  in  large 
offerings  for  the  Home  Missions.  Dr. 
Sproull  is  well  known  in  all  the  congrega- 
tions, and  many  will  be  glad  to  have  the 
photo-engraving  which  accompanies  his  ar- 
ticle. And  we  can  only  hope  that  he  will 
pardon  us  for  taking  such  a liberty  with  a 
photograph  that  came  honestly  into  our 
possession. 

— The  Eighth  Conference  of  Foreign 
Mission  Boards  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada  was  held  at  Fourth  Avenue  Pres- 
byterian Church,  New  York,  Jan.  16-18, 
1901.  The  papers  were  all  of  a high  order 
of  literary  excellence  and  impressive  in 
their  presentation  of  important  truth. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Comity 
called  forth  a discussion,  which  revealed  a 
wide  divergence  of  opinion,  not  as  to  co- 


operation in  the  foreign  field,  but  in  re- 
gard to  the  organic  union  of  missions  con- 
ducted by  churches  not  holding  the  same 
system  of  doctrine  and  ecclesiastical 
polity.  One  of  the  most  instructive  and 
convincing  papers  was  that  prepared  by 
President  Samuel  B.  Capen,  LL.  D.,  on 
the  Home  Problem  of  Foreign  Missions, 
of  which  we  hope  to  secure  a copy  for  pub- 
lication in  Olive  Trees.  No  one  who  is 
not  altogether  dead  to  the  claims  of  the 
millions  yet  in  darkness  and  under  the 
shadow  of  death  will  be  able  to  read  it 
without  being  stirred  to  some  measure  of 
activity  in  the  cause  of  world-wide  evan- 
gelization. The  pastor  who  does  not  preach 
foreign  missions  in  the  present  day  ought 
to  get  out  of  the  pulpit,  as  he  is  unfit  for 
such  a position  and  utterly  unworthy  of 
so  solemn  and  sacred  a trust  as  the  gospel 
ministry.  The  paper  of  Rev.  F.  F.  Ellen- 
wood,  D.  D.,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Presbyterian  Board,  on  the  Relation  of 
Missions  and  Missionaries  to  Governments, 
Questions  of  Indemnity,  Political  Protec- 
tion, Native  Law  Suits,  etc.,  is  a valuable 
contribution  to  the  literature  of  foreign 
missions,  and  will  be  read  with  special 
interest  in  view  of  recent  and  existing  dis- 
turbances in  China.  But  as  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Conference  will  be  published  in 
full,  we  need  not  make  particular  refer- 
ence to  other  reports  and  papers.  Any  one 
can  buy  a copy  for  a few  cents. 

— The  friends  of  the  veteran  mission- 
ary, Dr.  John  G.  Paton,  will  be  glad  to 
learn  that,  though  not  in  as  vigorous 
health  as  he  used  to  be,  nor  altogether  free 
from  the  disease  that  forced  him  to  leave 
America,  he  is  able,  as  a recent  letter  tells 
us,  to  go  on  with  his  work.  For  twenty- 
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three  days,  after  Nov.  30,  1900,  he  visited 
many  places  in  the  North,  Midlands  and 
AVest  of  England,  receiving  a hearty  wel- 
come everywhere,  and  arousing  wide- 
spread interest  in  the  work  on  the  New 
Hebrides.  After  his  visit  to  Liverpool,  ac- 
cording to  Quarterly  Jottings,  an  anony- 
mous gift  of  five  pounds  was  sent  him 
from  a delicate,  hard-working  seamstress 
who  had  received  a small  legacy,  and  out  of 
gratitude  insisted  on  contributing  this 
large  sum  for  his  work.  Dr.  Paton  ex- 
pects to  remain  in  Britain  till  about  the 
middle  of  April,  when  he  will  leave  for 
Australia. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  his  many 
friends  to  know  that  the  offerings  received 
up  to  this  date  from  individuals  and  con- 
gregations in  the  United  States,  as  the  re- 
sult of  his  visit  to  America  last  year, 
amount  to  $25,308.31.  To  this  must  be 
added  $2,423.16  from  Canada.  Wherever 
Dr.  Paton  tells  the  story  of  missionary 
service  in  the  New  Hebrides,  he  sees  fruit 
in  one  form  or  another. 

While  in  this  country  Dr.  Paton  sought 
to  arouse  the  people  and  the  Government 
to  the  evils  arising  from  the  sale  of  intoxi- 
cants and  firearms  to  the  natives  of  the 
New  Hebrides  by  American  traders.  His 
pleas  have  not  been  in  vain,  and,  in  a re- 
cent letter,  he  refers  with  gratitude  to  the 
Head  of  the  Church,  to  what  he  had 
learned  respecting  the  Lodge  resolution 
that  passed  the  Senate  on  Jan.  4.  In  this 
matter,  Miss  Margaret  W.  Leitch,  former- 
ly missionary  to  Ceylon,  who  wrote  an 
article  for  September  Olive  Trees  on 
“His  Three  Burdens  and  How  We  May 
Ilelp  to  Lift  Them,”  has  taken  a very  ac- 
tive interest.  In  December  she  appeared, 
with  Dr.  Crafts  and  others,  before  the 
Committee  on  Insular  Affairs  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  made  a clear 
and  forcible  statement  of  the  case  as  Dr. 
Paton  had  presented  it  in  his  addresses.  At 


present  she  is  in  communication  with  lead- 
ing men,  urging  them  to  use  their  influ- 
ence in  the  interests  of  the  Gillett  bill  “to 
protect  the  New  Hebrides  and  other  is- 
lands in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  not  under  the 
protectorate  of  any  civilized  government, 
against  the  sale  of  firearms,  opium  and  in- 
toxicants.” “If  this  bill,”  she  writes, 
“could  be  passed,  it  would  cause  the  heart 
of  the  venerable  Dr.  John  G.  Paton  to  sing 
for  joy,  and  bring  the  blessing  to  the  more 
than  18,000  Christians  and  40,000  savages 
on  those  islands.” 

— Since  last  report  Olive  Trees  has 
received  the  following  contributions  to- 
ward the  salary  of  the  Young  Women’s 


Missionary  for  1901: 

Mrs.  S.  G.  Conner,  Canonsburg, 

Pa $10.00 

Miss  Robison,  Dresden,  O 5.00 

Mrs.  Josie  R.  AVallace,  Holton,  Kan.  3.65 

Miss  Julia  B.  Lynn,  Rochester, 

N.  Y 5.20 

Mrs.  John  Turbitt,  New  York, 

N.  Y 5.20 

Mrs.  T.  G.  Graham  (deceased), 

Olathe,  Kan 5.20 

Miss  Maud  Graham  (deceased), 

Olathe,  Kan 3.75 

Miss  Mary  Ella  Gilchrist,  E.  Mere- 
dith, N.  Y 3.65 

Mrs.  M.  E.  McKee,  Clarinda,  la. . . 10.00 

Miss  Sadie  Sterrett,  Olathe,  Kan..  3.65 

“ Lizzie  Sterrett,  “ “ ..  3.65 

“ Rachel  Wylie,  “ “ 3.65 

Mrs.  G.  A.  Edgar,  “ “ ..  5.20 

Miss  Eliza  Cannon,  Wyman,  la  . . 5.20 


There  have  also  been  placed  to  the  credit 
of  this  fund  three  dollars  from  Mrs.  Hall, 
whose  children  are  connected  with  the 
Sabbath  school  of  Second  New  York  Con- 
gregation. 

Toward  the  salary  of  Pastors’  Mission- 
ary for  1901 : 

Rev.  P.  H.  Wylie,  Londonderry,  O..  $5.00 
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Rev.  G.  M.  Robb,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  .$10.00 
Rev.  D.  McKee  (deceased),  Clar- 

inda,  la 15.00 

Toward  the  salary  of  Elders’  Mission- 
ary for  1901 : 

Mr.  J ohn  Robison,  Dresden,  O . . . . $4.50 
Mr.  T.  G.  Graham,  Olathe,  Kan. . . 5.00 

— Writing,  December,  1900,  from 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  where  he  was  arranging 
for  a local  National  Reform  Convention, 
Dr.  H.  H.  George  inclosed  a check  for 
$25,  with  the  remark,  “We  are  in  the  mis- 
sionary field.  * * * But  it  is  only 

fitting  that  different  departments  of  the 
same  work  should  lend  a helping  hand  to 
each  other,  and  so  I send  you  a mite  for 
the  Lord’s  work  beyond  the  sea.  I have 
biit  the  one  desire,  that  His  kingdom  shall 
be  built  in  all  lands.”  In  a letter,  received 
from  Eskridge,  Kan.,  about  the  same 
time,  were  $3  for  the  Foreign  Missions 
from  J.  R.  and  Mary  A.  Carson.  The  next 
mail  brought  $5  from  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Waite, 
Tollhouse,  Cal.,  for  the  same  purpose. 

Early  in  January  Mr.  Moses  Greenberg 
accompanied  a request  to  publish  the  paper 
on  “Jewish  Mission  Work  in  This  Coun- 
try,” which  appears  in  this  number,  with 
fifty  cents  “for  whatever  you  wish  in  the 
Foreign  Missions.”  A few  days  after- 
wards “A  Member  of  Dr.  Thompson’s  Con- 
gregation,” Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  sent  one 
dollar  for  special  work  on  the  island  of 
Cyprus. 

— Mrs.  Waite,  of  Tollhouse,  Cal.,  also 
sent  $5  for  Home  Missions,  $5  for  the  Jew- 
ish Mission  and  $4.50  for  the  Indian  Mis- 
sion, and  her  prayer  is  that  “God  may 
bless  the  offerings  a hundred  fold.”  Her 
contributions  have  been  forwarded  to 
Treasurer  John  T.  Morton. 

— Miss  Mary  McTavish,  of  Almonte, 
Ontario,  Canada,  in  renewing  for  two 


copies  of  Olive  Trees,  enclosed  six  dol- 
lars, to  be  equally  divided  between  the 
Jewish  and  Indian  Missions,  which  has 
been  passed  on  to  the  Treasurer. 

— The  Superintendent  of  Mission  El- 
Eman  requests  us  to  acknowledge  the  fol- 
lowing contributions  during  the  year  1900: 
Mr.  Andrew  Alexander,  New  York  $50.00 
“ Said  Hawi,  New  York  ...  2.00 

“ Khalil  Naaman,  Manila,  P.  I 10.00 

— The  long  promised  Report  of  the 
Ecumenical  Conference  on  Foreign  Mis- 
sions, held  in  New  York  in  April,  is  npw 
ready.  Every  one  who  wishes  to  know 
what  missionary  experts  have  to  say  on  the 
great  question  of  world-wide  evangeliza- 
tion should  have  a copy.  It  is  published 
in  two  volumes,  and  contains  the  story  of 
the  Conference,  the  missionary  idea,  a sur- 
vey of  the  field,  missionary  work  and  ap- 
pendix, including  the  detailed  programme 
and  organization  of  the  Conference,  statis- 
tics, bibliography  and  index.  The  price  is 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents,  and  all  orders 
should  be  sent  to  the  American  Tract  So- 
ciety, New  York. 

— Olive  Trees  is  indebted  to  Dr. 
Kerr,  Editor  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Witness,  Glasgow,  Scotland,  for  a 
copy  of  a calendar  for  1901,  issued  with 
the  January  number.  The  events  that  it 
records  are  taken  largely  from  the  story 
of  Reformation  times,  and  reveal  a re- 
markable head  for  dates  or  more  leisure 
for  research  than  ordinary  preachers 
have.  The  calendar  is  a valuable  docu- 
ment, but  we  hope  that,  if  the  compiler 
should  issue  one  next  year,  he  will  put  it 
in  pamphlet  form,  rather  than  as  a card 
for  the  wall.  And  in  the  meantime  we 
suggest  that  some  kind  friend  present  him 
with  a history  of  the  American  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church. 
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Post  Office  Addresses  of  Foreign  Missionaries. 


REV.  JAMES  S.  STEWART Latakia,  Syria. 

REV.  C.  A.  DODDS 

JAMES  M.  BALPH,  ESQ.,  M.  D 

MISS  MATTIE  R.  WYLIE* 

MISS  MAGGIE  B.  EDGAR 

MISS  WILLIA  A.  DODDS 

REV.  J.  BOGGS  DODDS . Suadia,  via  Antioch,  Syria. 

MISS  META  CUNNINGHAM 

REV.  R.  J.  DODDS Mersina,  Asia  Minor. 

MISS  EVADNA  M.  STERRETT 

MISS  LIZZIE  McNAUGHTON 

REV.  HENRY  EASSON Larnaca,  Cyprus. 

W.  M.  MOORE,  ESQ.,  M.  D 

REV.  A.  I.  ROBBJ Tak  Hing  Chau,  via  Canton,  China. 


On  furlough,  address  New  Galilee,  Pa.  t On  furlough,  address  Denison,  Kan. 


O’Neill’s 


Sixth  Avenue,  20th  to  21st  St.,  New  York 


FEBRUARY  CLEARING  SALES 


IN  EVERY  DEPARTHENT 


^YVERY  stock  in  this  huge  establishment  must  be  reduced 


to  a minimum  previous  to  our  Semi-Annual  Inventory, 
which  occurs  very  shortly.  In  order  to  effect  a prompt 
clearance,  we  have  gone  through  every  department,  cutting 
prices  right  and  left,  in  some  cases  fifty  per  cent.  If  you 
wish  to  secure  a bargain  in  Millinery,  Dress  Goods,  Laces, 
Holiday  Goods,  China,  Glassware,  Furniture  or  Upholstery 
Goods,  etc.,  this  is  the  time,  for  at  no  other  season  during 
the  year  do  such  extraordinary  prices  prevail. 


H.  O’Neill  & Co. 

Sixth  Avenue,  20th  to  21st  St.,  New  York 


